MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCRTY 
LISA BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON 


iS 


OFFICE OF THE- LIBRARIAN 


May 23, 1956 


Dr. Joseph E. Fields 
108 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 


Dear Joe3 


I received your note about our holdings 
of colonial paper currency. We do have a rather 
fine collection and Mr. Wheeler has made an in- 
vestigation of it for me.. In answer to your 
questions, he reports that we have about 150 
different varieties. We have approximately 175 
pieces of currency, This material came to us 
from various sources, I suspect that much of 
it came from William S. Appleton, Brooks Adams, 
Dr. Samuel A. Green, and Malcolm Storer, 


I am sorry that I could not get out 
to the Manuscripts meeting at Chicago, but Il 
was tied down by Society business. I understand 
that you had a very good time. I look forward 
to seeing you when you are in this area. 


Sincerely yours, 


Slire 
Stephen T. Riley 
Librarian 


STR:RM 





SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 


Dr. Joseph E. Fields 
1221 Glenwood Avenue 
Joliet, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Fields: 


Wa TER McIntTosu MERRILL, Director 


July 25, 1956 


Inasmuch as I am the only member of the Museum staff, 
questions relating to the collections have to be relegated 
to free time which is seldom available. 


Although your article has probably gone to press, I am 
forwarding answers to the questions raised in your letter of 


May 10, for future reference. 


I am listing the paper currency on exhibition in our 
coin case, all gifts of individual donors, some unknown. 


They are as follows: 


Massachusetts Colony 
Province of Mass. Bay 
Province of Mass. Bay 
Province of Mass. Bay 
Province of Mass. Bay 
The Bank Bill (Boston, 
part of top missing) 

Province of Mass. Bay 
State of Mass. Bay 


Mass. State 
The Bank Bill - Ipswich 
United States of America 


shillings 1690 


3) 

1 shilling 17438 
l penny 1737 
o pence 1737 
3 pence 1737 
1 crown 1741 
@ pence 1744 


"Pay to Phinehas 1780 
Collar Twenty 


Dollars" 
2 pence 1784 
2 shillings L741 


Bs | to Elias 
Hasket Derby, etc. June 2, 1780 


Yours sincerely, 


7 Chun. Coat) 


Curator of the Museum WF 


(ARCHIVES DIVISION) 


Lhe Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


State Mouse, Boston: 33 


November 5, 1958 





Dr. Jd. B&B Fields 
108 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Fields: 


There are no collections of colonial paper money issued 


by Massachusetts or any other colony on file in the Archives. 


Very truly yours, 


‘f , Af 


f 
EDWARD J. CRONIN 


Secretary of the Commonwealth 





EJC:LF 


(ARCHIVES DIVISION) 


State House, Boston 3 


November 13, 1958 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
4OO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Sir: 


The Archives is not open on Saturday, Nowever, it might 
be possible for you to see the Revere plates on a Saturday. 
Please let me know the Saturday that you will be in 


Boston, and I will inform you of the time to visit the State House. 


puery Cruly yours, 
f ae, ; - Ji y , - 
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EDWARD J. CRONIN 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
EJC:LF 


November 18, 1958 


MreEdward J.Cronin 

Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Archives Division 

State House 

Boston 33, Massachusetts 


Dear Mr.Cronin: 

I wish to thank you for your kind letter of 
November 13, 1958 indicating that it might 
be possible for me to see the Revere copper 
plates on a Saturday. 

tT now find that I will be in Boston on this 
Friday, November 21, and will try to come in 
during regular office hours. 


Your cooperation is very much appreciated.. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


BAKER LIBRARY, HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SOLDIERS FIELD + BOSTON 63, MASSACHUSETTS 





DONALD T. CLARK 
Librarian 


dugust 6, 1959 ca 


Mr. Harley L. Freeman 
3453 South Atlantic Ave. 
Ormond Beach, Florida 





Dear Mr. Freeman: 


I found your article on Continental Currency in the current 
issue of Mamiscripts of interest. 


You may have seen, in my article in the same issue, that 
this Library has a small collection of paper money, including 
@ number of Continental and United Colonies items. We have 
them arranged by states, thereunder by date and denomination. 
The roster is as follows; 


Connecticut 1 (1777) 
Delaware 7 (177601777) C) 
Maryland 16 (176741777) 
Massachusetts 35 tert) peared é 
New Jersey 1 (1776) fo 
New York 2 ert ra 
North Carolina 1 (1771) ont 
Pennsylvania 139 yeiuee f these, 12 are for the 
/ United Colonies, and of these, 
pil there are 68 different varitiés 

Rhode Island 9 (1756-1780) 
South Carolina 14 (1775-1779) 
Virginia 4 (1776=1777) 

229 pieces 


71 (approximately) similar date and denomination 
158 varieties 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert W. Lovett 


BAKER LIBRARY, HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SOLDIERS FIELD + BOSTON 63, MASSACHUSETTS 





DONALD T. CLARK 


Librarian 


August 21, 1959 


Mr. Harley L. Freeman 
$55 South Atlantic Ave. 
Ormond Beach, Florida 


Dear Mr. Freeman: 


I find that the two early New York and Rhode Island items 
are really Bills, which is probably why you did not recognize 
them The New York one is for 50 shillings, is dated November 
1, 1709, and is not signed. The Providence one is for one 
ounce and 5 pennyweight, is dated March 18, 1750, and is 
signed. Both are printed on one side only; — are somewhat 
larger than the usual type of currency. 


Houghton Library, the rare book library at Harvard, reports 
that they have a small collection of paper money, including 
Confederate, some foreign countries, and a few pieces of 
Colonial currency. They also have a coin collection, and 
this Library has a small collection of coins also. 


When you are up this way again, we would be glad to show 
you our holdings in this field. 


Sincerely yours, 


Oranr e 


Robert W. Lovett 


DN at fa 


November 12, 1962 


Miss Edith Henderson, Curator 
Treasure Room 

Langdeil Hall 

Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Miss Henderson: 


You were very kind to assist my son in helping 
me with respect to the 1722 Massachusetts 
Session Laws (8 Geo. I, Chapter 5). 


Il was endeavoring to determine whether the 
actual money therein described was printed 

from the same type forms as was used in the 
statutes. The photocopies of the 1726 revision 
you sent me do not appear to be the same ag 

the actual issued money. It so happens that 
in 1739 the issue of money was made from the 
same type setup as used in the statutes. 


I will study the matter further and terely 
wish to express my appreciation to you for 
your kindness. | 


Very truly yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 











January 26, 1963 


Mr. Perey L, Rideout 
520 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston 15, Mass. 


Dear Mr.Rideout: 


Your note of January 24,1963 is at hand. Colonial 
paper money has been one of my major collecting 
interests for thirty-five years. I am sure we could 
enjoy mutual activities with respect to it. If you 
will send me a list of the Massachusetts notes for 
which you need photographs, + will endeavor to give 
you,, from the information I have in my files, where 
you can picture the notes which you need. 


I, like you, have many duplicates and would be in- 
terested in a list of those which you have, 


Uscasionally I get to Boston, where my son is at 
Harvard, and perhaps we can meet at that time. In 
the meantime, correspondence will be a pleasure, 


Ag far as NE countermarks on Spanish Dollars, I can 
only assure you that there are no genuine NE counter- 
marks which + know of on other than the New England 
silver money. There even is a false NE countermark 
on a Bine Tree shilling which is illustrated in my 
book, "The Secret of the Good Samaritan Shilling". 


I have a large library on Colonial paper money and 
enjoy research in that field as well as collecting. 


Please let me know who suggested my name to you. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 
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March 17, 1964 


Mr. John Jd. Ford, dr. 
176 EFendrickson Ave. 
Rockville Center, L. I., N. Y. 


Dear Sir: 





We are pleased to offer, subject to prior sale: 


COUNTERFEITING IN AMERICA, 1691 


A Collection of 13 Manuscript papers relating to Robert Fenton and Benjamin Pierce 
who, in 1691, were tried for the crime of counterfeiting, foundguilty and duly 
sentenced. 13 pp., 4to. Charlestown [Mass.], 1691-2. 750.00 


A reading of the papers (including the depositions of witnesses, Court verdicts 
and an appeal by Benjamin Peirce) indicates that Fenton and Peirce altered gen- 
uaine bills of low value and converted them into bills of larger denominations. 
Robert Fenton appears to have been an old hand at the game, since in 1683 he was 
implicated in counterfeiting coins and was tried for that offence in Pennsylvania. 


See: Numismatic Notes and Monographs No. 86. Counterfeiting in Colonial Pennsylvania, 
N. Y. Am. Numismatic Society, 1939, pp. 4-5. 


Both Peirce and Fenton were found guilty at the County Court in Charlestown and 
fined double damages, court costs and Pillory for three days. These were somewhat 
lighter sentences than those meted out in Pennsylvania nearly a hundred years 
later, when death was the reward of the counterfeiter and anyone altering a bill 
was sentenced to Pillory, had both ears cut off and was whipped in public, in 
addition ot paying a fine of £100. 


The first paper currency to be issued in what is now the United States was issued 

in 1690 by Massachusetts to meet the dire emergency of paying the soldiers of New 
England and New York engaged in the unsuccesful expedition to Canada. See: Counter- 
feiting: Crime against the People by Laurence D. Smith, New York, 1944, p. 46. 

The Fenton and Peirce trials occurred in 1691, but it is not unlikely that these 
gentry, not lacking in experience, commenced their nefarious activities soon after 
the currency was first issued. This must remain a matter for conjecture, but the 
established fact is that they were discovered and denounced as early as August 12, 


1691. 
Very truly your os . 
} 


Pi 





P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
ER ; if a & fp: c LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 
tcnhar tcrer AREA Cope 516 « MAYFAIR 1-0763 


11/22/64 


MN 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks very much for your letter. JdJF is checking to see if Boyd had this 

note. Meanwhile, AAS sent me this xerox of theirs. Also enclosed is the 

plate that I'm trying to check out, along with an impression I had taken 

from the plate. The plate belongs to the A.N.S., and, after you're finished 

with it, please return it directly to then, c/o Henry Grunthal, via REGISTERED 
MAIL. A cursory examination reveals a few differences, stich as the shape of 

the 'r’ of 'Pofsefsor'. While you're studying it, the ANS will be trying to 
borrow other original notes. Please return the xerox to me. Keep the impression. 
Nancy called me yesterday with the news of George. I kind of suspected it when 
he called me last Thursday (I believe), and just rambled on. It's really a shame. 
Take it easy. She goes into the hospital today for her baby. I suggested that 
she take every coin that she can find around the house, pack it carefully in 
boxes, and have her parents rent a safety deposit box, and put everything away. 

I traded for those two counterfeit notes, and it'll be a job to check back to 

see what my cost was on the items traded, and todays value of those items. It 
would be much simpler if you were to offer coins that I just might like better 
than the notes. If not, I'll dig. Let me know. Ted's coming along fine, back 


to work on a limited basjs,all lst week. CW's notice (p. 114, 11/25/64) says 
that copies made after 3 1/63 must bear ‘copy’. See the ads they have now. 


too late to do any more work. oe 
Kindest regards, Sincerely, 


2 


RICHARD PICKER, Inc. pare 294Y NG. 5699 


@> COINS 
P. ©. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 
V4 | 


NEW YORK _ 11507 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 
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December 1,196) 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 156th St. 
New York Attn: Henry Grunthal 


Gentlemen: 

Richard Picker has forwarded to us for our opinion 
&@ copper plate for the face of a December 7,1775 Massachusetts 
Bay h2 shilling note. 

From information available here I am pleased to give 
you some thoughts as to whether it is genuine or counterfeit. 

The first issue of the h2 shilling denomination was 
the issue of Dec.7,1775 but the plates were subsequently altered 
to Sept.17,1776 and then to Nov.17,1776. Sinee this plate hae 
the original date this would indicate it was a counterfeit, 

Paul Revere's original plates for this issue are not 
among the plates at the Boston, Mass. State House Archives,except 
for the backs. The backs are on a plate of eight backs but have 
been mutilated particularly at the date and the denomination. The 
backs are on an old Revere plate of the Landing of the British 
Troops at Boston in 1768,since he used the reverses of old engravings 
for some money plates. The only conclusion to be drawn from the 
foregoing is that a single plate was not used ,but the item in 
question could have been cut ort of a larger plate. 

In the collection of Harvard University there is a 
counterfeit note of the same issue and denomination as the plate 
in question . This should be compared to an impression from the 
plate to see if they are identical.I believe they are as my notation 
shows that the Harvard piece is marked counterfeit. 

In the New York Public Library Collection there is 
a k2 shilling of Nov.17,1776 . This has to be genuine and should 
be compared with the questionable plate,as to detail other thandate. 

There are many differences between the plate and other 
netes but an easy comparison basis is the word COMMITTEE where 
the basesof the first two letters are high and the base of the 
first t much higher than the second t . 

There is always a danger that there can be more than 
one variety of counterfeit. 

It was common to counterfeit the second highest denom- 
ination of a series, as people were much more cautious about the 
highest denomination which in this case would be 8 shillings, 

I hope that the above information is helpful.The plate 
is returned herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


iia ae tote 
Ganges Se Sc 
Eric P Newman 
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December 11, 196) 


Essex Institute 
Salem, Mass. 


Gertlemen: 


In connection with a book I am preparing on the 
Colonial Currency of America, I would like to obtain a 
ghotograph of your famous 5 shilling Colony Note of 
Massachusetts Bay dated December 10, 1690. You may 
already have a photograph of it. 


I would also like to have a picture of your Massa- 
chusetts 1 shilling note originally dated October 14,1713. 


You will, naturally, be given credit for the source 
of the pictures of the notes and I will, of course, expect 
to reimburse you for any sosts in connection with the 
photographs. Your cooperation will be most appreciated. 


By way of introduction and to show my sincerity, I 
happen to be the author of €The Secret of the Good Samari- 
tan Shilling" which relates to the numismatics of Massa- 
chusetts. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY te 


BPN/atb 





SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 


Dean A. FALEs, Jr., Director 
Managing Editor, Essex Institute Historical Collections 


December 19,1964 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


We have ordered a print of the 5 shilling 
Colony Note dated December 10, 1690. The 
cost of this print (5" x 7") will be $1.50, 
and we give you permission to use it in your 
book. 


We have no negative of the 1 shilling note 
dated October 14, 1713 originally, and will 
have to have one made, at your expense, but 
Essex Institute retains the negative. the cost 
of having the photograph taken, plus one print, 
will be $7.50. 


It may take a while as our photographer only 
comes occasionally, from out of town. Will 
you please let us know if you would like to 
have us go ahead with the photograph of the 
second item? We shall not do so until we 
hear from you. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Pr) Hactdac tn. Aorth 

Huldah M, Smith 

Curator of the Museum 


December 2h, 196k 


Boston Public Library 
Copley Square 
Boston, Mass, 


Gentlemens: 


You have in your collection a substantial group 
of early American paper money, primarily issues from 
Massachusetts, 


I am writing a book concerning paper money prior 
to the adoption of the United States Constitution and 
would like to know if you have an inventory of the items 
in your paper money colleetion. If se, I would very 
much like to have a copyof it. If not, I will try to 
send somebody in to your library to make such an inven- 
tory, 


I already have the inventory of the collections 
at the American Antiquarian Society, New York Public 


Library, the Greenfield Village, the Connecticut Historical 


Society, and many others, and would like, very much, to 
have the facts as to yours. 


I believe your primary collection of this paper 
money was given to you by Judge Chamberlain, 


Would you be nice enough to let me hear from 
you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. WEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


December 30, 196) 


Miss Huldah M.Smith 
Curator of the Museum 
Essex Institute 
Salem, Mass. 


Dear Miss Smiths: 


_ Thank you for your nice letter of December 19, 
1964 indicating that youwill send me a 5x7 print of 
the December 10, 1690 Massachusetts Bay Colony note. 


You are right that the cost of making an 
additional picture of the 1713 note is substantial 
and I would like to defer a decision on this matter 
until I find out if I need other pictures taken in 
the Boston area, | 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISNATIC 
EDUCATION SOCTETY 


EPN/atb 


JOHN ALDEN 
Keeper of Rare Books 


BRADFORD M. HILL 
Chief Librarian (Acting), Division of 


Reference and Research Services 





MILTON EDWARD LORD, Director 


Boston Pustic LIBRARY 


Boston 17, Massachusetts 
30 December 196) 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


We reply to your letter of December 2th enquiring about our collections 
of American colonial paper currency. You are quite correct in believing 
that we have a substantial amount of such material, some of it received from 
Judge Mellen Chamberlain, and other items from various sources. Not only 
are Massachusetts and New England but also the Middle Colonies represented. 


It is unfortunately all too true that we have never had the 
opportunity to draw up a suitable inventory of the material, It is kind 
of you to offer to find someone to draw up such an inventory, but, without 
wishing to seem to reflect on the integrity of anyone known to you, we 
should have, I fear, misgivings about putting the material into the hands 
of others than our own staff at this time. 


We venture instead to make a counter-suggestion which I at least 
believe not without merit. This is that you prepare in, let us say, 
mimeographed form, a preliminary checklist incorporating the lists already 
known to you for circularizing to appropriate individuals and to institutions 
such as ours, sending two copies, one to be annotated and returned to you. 

I am confident that you would ellicit in these terms the amplest possible 
cooperation, We often do and are most happy to undertake such checking. 
You would find, I am sure, that your final work would be much more 
authoritative arid comprehensive. 


CordyYally yours 


John Alden 
Keéper of Rare Books 


Eric P, Newman, Esq; 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue. 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


JA/ jv 


Jamhary h, 1965 


Mr. John Alden, Keeper of Rare Books 
Boston Public Library 
Boston 17, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Aldens ; 


Thank you for your kind letter of December 30, 
196h with respect to my inquiry about your American Colonial 
paper money collection. 


Naturally, we are disappointed that you do not 
have an inventory, but we will be glad to help you in develop- 
ing such an inventory now that I understand the scope of your 
collection is quite broad. 


Your tactful way of expressing your caution con- 
cerning others relieving you of portions of your collection 
is fully understood. A portion of my collection of coins 
was taken from my home a few months ago. A shipment of 
Colonial paper money I mailed disappeared recently but, 
nevertheless, there are a few reliable people in numismatios. 


Rather than send you a check list, I would like 

you to consider a proposition which. would be of much greater 
benefit to you for study purposes, much better for inventory 
purposes, and much better for our work. I think your paper 
money collection should be Xeroxed, if it is in loose form. 
This would enable us to identify the pieces readily. It 
will enable you to have a check list of the serial numbers 

on the bills and be able to identify your bills at all times. 
It would enable anyone to examine the Xerox pages without 
an attendent, and so forth. About ten notes can be photo- 
graphed on &@ legal sized Xerox sheet. This costs less than 
5¢ per sheet for anyone who has Xerox equipment. The pro- 
cedure would be for you to send the Xerox sheets to us, for 
study, and we would return them after incorporating them 
into a check list on which the major collections of this 
material are inventoried. 


The reason that your own staff would not be 
abie to use a check list is that they would not be able to 
tell counterfeit from genuine notes and would not be able to 
distinguish technical varieties, and so forth. 


Page 2 January h, 1965 


Mr. John Alden 
Boston Public Library 


Please give the foregoing thoughts your con- 
sideration, and let me hear from you. 


If the suggestion is practical, please begin 
with the New England issues, then the middle and southern 
colonies but save the Sontinental Currenoy issues until 
the end as they are well-known and are quite numerous. 

I am enclosing a sample of how nicely KXeroxed 
money appears. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


DEAN A. FALEs, Jr., Director 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
P. QO. Box 14020 


St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In response to your memorandum of February 9, 
we are unable to find a negative of the back of the 
1690 5 shilling Massachusetts Bill of Credit. 


Bay Currency, 1690-1750, by Andrew McFarland Davis, 
not illustrated, but lacks the item you mention, 

Book on Massachusetts Currency, so we are unable to 
check our negatives. Below is a list of negatives 


of paper money in our collection: 


6345 
6346 
6347 
4571 


No. 


4572 


Judging from the above, it would appear that 
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February 22, 1965 


Miss Bessom Harris 
Essex Institute 
Salem, Mass. 


Dear Miss Harris: 


Thank you for your nice letter of February 
17, 1965. 


The back of your 1690 5 shilling note is 
illustrated in "Currency and Banking in the Province 
of Massachusetts Bay® by 4. M. Davis on Plate 1, Part l. 


I suggest that if you do not have a negativey 
you have a Xerox copy made for me. The note can be laid 
on &@ Xerox machine and a@ reproduction adequate to make 
an illustration will result. Do not use any other copy- 
ing machines, 


I also would like a copy of your No. 63h7 
which you say is a piece of paper money from Massachusetts 
dated 1755. I have never heard of any such piece and 
wonder if it is a typographical error and that the date 
of the note is 1775. If it is 1775, I do not require it. 


I certainly appreciate your cooperation and 
hope this last request will be of little inconvenience 
to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EP /atb 





ESSEX INSTITUTE 
SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 
01970 


DeEAN A. FALEs, Jr., Director 


26 February 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
P, O. Bex 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In response to your note of February 22, we are 
ordering a print of our negative No, 6347. | 


We have made another search for the negative of 
the back of the 5s. bill, Colony currency, without success. 


We have no facilities for makging a Xerox copy 
of the above but have tried a Verifax copy. 


If not satisfactory, we suggest that it be copied 


co book or a new photograph made at a cost of about 
5.00. 


Sorry to have failed to find the negative. 
Sincerely yours, 
Essex Institute Photographs, 
By Ar tdornr Hf artrir 


(Miss) Bessom Harris 
In charge of sales 


BRADFORD M. HILL 
Chief Librarian (Acting), Division of 


Reference and Research Services 


Form No. 814 


JOHN ALDEN 
Keeper of Rare Books 





MILTON EDWARD LORD, Director 


Boston Pusiic LIBRARY 


Boston 17, Massachusetts 


3 Mareh 1965 


My dear Mr. Newman: 


I am appalled to find that your letter suggesting that 
we put our eolonial paper money onto Xerex sheets is dated 
January 4th, I have been trying to find a solution to the 
problem you raise, The faet of the matter is that this Library -- 
for a variety of reasons -- does not have its own Xerox machine, 
nor has this Department the necessary funds for having the work 
done elsewhere. And when one considers the cost of the labor 
involved in simply laying out the material, we are constrained 
to think twice. 


That we have not been in a position to provide you 
readily with the information you seek is a matter of chagrin for 
me, We ought to know what we possess and to be able to find 
it. In our own defense I might say, however, that we are making 
a coneerted effort to gain such bibliographic control over our 
eollections -- by simplifying procedures, by more productive 
use of a limited staff, and the like, In this, however, some 
things get done sooner than others, and I'm afraid our remarkable 
collections of autograph letters and other manuscripts have taken 
preeedence, as being more of value to a wider number of people. 


We venture to hope that Mr, Rideout has been able to loeate 
all the items with which you are particularly concerned, and 
additional information as well. I console myself that the 
efforts we have made to list our manuseripts have permitted us to 
track down the money in question, 


With continued good wishes for your undertaking -~ 
Sinesrely yours 


John Alden 
Keeper cf Rare Books 






Erie P, Newman, Esq; 

Erie P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


ce: Mr. P. Le Rideout 


Mareh 10, 1965 


Mr.dobn Alden, Keeper of Rare Books 
Boston Public Library 
Boston 17, Mass. 


Dear Mr.Alden: 


veg. Thank you for your nice letter of Mareh 3, 
496s. 


It so happens that I am going to be in Boston 
on Monday and Tuesday, Mareh 22 and March 23, and if 
I can possibly talk to you, or see you, in between ay 
business @ppointments, I think we can resolve all 
of the problems. 


I would be visiting my son, at Harvard, for 
the prior Saturday and Sunday. 


Mr Rideout has been very helpful and I am 
giad that the historical catalog I am writing will 
inelude the lovely items in your collection. 


If you have any suggesticns as to the aost 
convenient time to get together,please let me hear 
from you promptly. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAY NUMISMATTIC 
BDUCATION SOCTSTY 
BPN /atb | 


CC: Mr. Perey Rideout 


JOHN ALDEN 


BRADFORD M. HILL 
Keeper of Rare Books 


Chief Librarian (Acting), Division of 


Reference and Research Services 





MILTON EDWARD LORD, Director 


Boston Pustic LIBRARY 


Boston 17, Massachusetts 


15 March 1965 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Replying to your letter of March 10th, I have every 
xpectation of being here on Monday and Tuesday next. I am 
normally here between nine and five, but I suggest that you 
'phone and make a definite engagement, or leave word with 

my staff when you plan to be in Copley Square, should I not be 
on hand at the moment. 


Cordially yours, 






John Alden 
Keeper of Rare Books 


Eric P. Newman, Esq3 

Eric P, Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Mareh 29, 1965 


Boston Athenaeum 
10% Beacon Street 
Boston, Mass. 


Gentlemens: 


| I am preparing an illustrated descriptive 
catalog of the paper money of all of the American 
Colonies and it occurred to me that you might have 
some paper currency items in your collection which 
are excecdingly rare and are not found in other col- 
lecticons. 


I have, of course, the information from 
the collections of the Essex Institute, the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, Harvard University, the State House, 
the American Antiquarian Society, and other private 
parties in Massachusetts. I also have the information 
from orgénisations and collectors in other States. 


Do you heve anything in the Golonial 
paper money field? 


I would appreciate hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


LIBRARY OF THE BOSTON ATHENAUM 
WALTER MUIR WHITEHILL, Director and Librarian 


101% Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 





Reference Department 
1 April 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 


Eric P. Newnan Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
Unfortunately no Colonial currency can 
be found. Should any come to light, I shall 


send you their description. 


Yours sincerely, , 
Margaret akhiXe— 


(Miss) Margaret Hackett 


mh/jb 


July 1h, 1965 


Public Relations Department 
First National Bank of Boston 
Boston, Mass. 


Gentlemen: 


Our company has had a long and pleasant relationship 
with your bank, but that has nothing to do with the personal 
request I am now makings | 


As a hobby, I write on the subject of American currency 
and om just completing a book on the American currency prior 
to 1759, Pe : | 


I need illustrations of the several issues of bank notes 
issued by the Massachusetts Bank and would appreciate your 
helpe | , 


In the book by N.5S.B.Gras entitled "The Hassachusetts 
First National Bank of Boston", there are two of your early 
notes illustrated, one Plate and the other Plate 16, I 
would like to know if you have photographs of these notes 
and if you have any other bank notes of the period of 1789 or 
prior thereto, tae | 


The issue of February,176h is well represented by the 
$15 note which is illustrated in the book, Theissue author~ 
iged November 22, 178), consisting of $1,$1%, $2, %2%, #3, 
$3, Sh, ¢h’s is one I would like to illustrate and wonder if 
you have one, or know where one is. The issue approved 
June 21, 1785 is represented by a specimen apparently in the 
Baker Library at the Harverd Business Sehool but I would pre- 
fer to illustrate a signed one if there is one in your archives, 
The issue of September 21,1789 is also one where I would like 
to heave a specimen to illustrate. 3 


Your bank will, naturally, reeeive an acknowledgment 
for any illustret ions you can locate for me. 


Public Relations Department 
First National Bank of Boston 


I would also be interested in knowing whether you have 
any specinens of the counterfeit notes which circulated dure 
ing the period in question or whether you know what denomin~- 
ation was counterfeited. 


I leok forward to hearing from yous 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P,NEWMAN 


EPu/ath 


THE First NATIONAL BANK OF BOSTON 
BOSTON 6, MASSACHUSETTS 


July 22, 1965 


Mr. Eric Newnan 

Edison Brothers Stores Ince 
Executive Offices 

00 Washington Avenue 

P.O. Box 11,020 

Ste Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you so much for your letter of July 1h. 

I hope we can find, in our archives, the bank 

notes you have requested, as well as the counterfeit 

notes. We will keep you informed on our progresSe 
Cordially, 

f) : 

kosetce et 2 hal ace 
Rosemary E, Phelan 


Public Relations 
and Advertising 


REP/hs 


THE First NATIONAL BANK OF BOSTON 
BOSTON 6, MASSACHUSETTS 


July 28, 1965 


Mr. Eric Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc, 
Vice President and Secretary 
P.0.Box 11,020 

Ste Louis, Missouri 63178 — 


Dear Mr, Newnan: 


Our expert here in the department spent several hours today 
. in our bank vault on your behalf, but to no avail, I am 
sorry to have to report to you that we do not have the 
material you requested in your July 1) letter. 


We appreciate your interest in the Gras book, and we appreciate 
your need for the material you have requested. Please keep 
in touch, in the event that there is something we can do for youe 


Sincerely, 
Rosemary E. Phelan 


Public Relations 
and Advertisi ng 


REP/hs 


Tue First Natronat Banx or Boston 


Boston 6, MASSACHUSETTS 


August 2h, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Vice President ; 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I tried to reach you this morning but your 
secretary said you were on vacation until the 
middle of next month. 


I have run across the Bank's check collection 
and if you are still interested in having 
photographs of checks shown in the Gras book, 
I think I can help you. I may not have the 
exact checks but do have similar ones. Just 
let me know your wishes. 


eae ak ied | 
At A \\ ) ; ma \ MAL 4 


John W. Calkins 
Public Relations 
& Advertising 


September 28, 1965 


Mr. dgohn W, Calkins 
Public Relations and Advertising 
The First National Bank of Boston 
Boston 6, Mass. 
Dear Mr. Calkins: 

Thank you for your letter of August 2h, 
1965, .I have been on vacation and, for that 
reason, did not answer, 

Would you be kind enough to send me 
Xerox copies of the bank notes of the period prior 
to 1800 which you have found in your collection 
and I then can select the ones which will require 
photography. 


I am pleased you have been able to locate 
thems 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIG P, NEWMAN - 
EPN/atb 


THe First NATIONAL Bank oF Boston 


Boston 6, MASSACHUSETTS 


October 6, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Vice President 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am enclosing Xerox copies of checks we 
have in our possession. Just let me know the 
ones you wishes photographed. 


Tours eheaeed 


+b Nw a) CW eee 
Jenn W. Calkins 
Advertising Manager 


Enclosures 


cerotuie unsere 
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October 7, 1965 


Me, John ¥, Galkins 
Advertising Manager 
The First National Bank of Boston 
Boston, Mass, 02106 


Dear Mr, Calkins: 

Will you be kind enough to send me a 
photograph of the $15 note of the Massachusetts 
Bank, NOs 363, dated July 5, 2 178k. I would like 
to nave it the same size as the original. 

I will appreciate this photograph, 


very much, and plan to use it in my forthconing 
hook 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, WEWHAW 


EP /atb 


—_— 


THe First Nationa, Banx or Boston 


Boston 6, MASSACHUSETTS 


October 8, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 
Dear Mr. Newman: 
It just so happens that I have this 
glossy photograph of the check you wish. 
I do not have the original check in my 
possession. So it is absolutely necessary 


that it is returned to me. Good luck with 


the book and I would like to know when it 


Yours truly =F 
x (\(s WH 


J ohn W. Calkins 
Advertising Manager 


od 


will be published. 





Enclosure 





COHASCO, INC. 


CONG) 2 OWS? LOW Go MOM MOMG2 MOWGSN2 MOW GN? MOMS LOWS? AOWG> MOWONS 


321 BROADWAY. - NEW YORK, N.-Y.10007 


mal see 


24 Jan, 12 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
At. buis 5, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed please find a xerox of a Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts Treasury note, which is apparently unlisted in 
"Early Paper Money of America,.'' Might this item be 
Revere-engraved? Have you ever seen such an item 
before? We would indeed be grateful for any assistance 
you could give us in identifying this document. 


Many thanks, 


[oak taeda 


Phil, H, Snyder 


Enc,: xerox 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 28, 1972 


Mr. Phil. H. Snyder 
Cohasco, Inc. 

321 Broadway 

New York, New Yerk 10007 


Dear Mr. Snyder: 


The Xerox of the 1781 Massachusetts 3 months interest 
bearing note you submitted is one of a large group of different 
Treasury issues of bonds and non-circulating notes which [I do not 
consider money. That is why they were omitted from Early Paper 
Money of America, i do have the item in my personal collection. 
It is much scarcer than most pieces of that group. It is not 
Revere's work, although Rewere did do one Massachusetts bond, 
(See Brigham, Paul Revere's Engravings). 


Where the amount is filled in by hand, I hope you feel 
I am aleo correct in excluding the item ae money, There are many 
ieesues from Connecticut, Vermont, etc. of similar nature. Do you 
think I should include these in a separate section of a revision? 


We hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 
ath 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Hap Son "sce ben y. PE , womi 


re: Be He 
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COHASCO, INC. 


CAONG)2 MOM Ono MOWG)n2 MOMG)y2 OW G)x9 HOW MONE CAOMSM2 CAOWG 2 MOWSIn> “AMOW Gyo 


321 BROADWAY: NEW YORK YN¢Y.-10007 
Urtoricad Hol 
i 7 Feb. 72 


Mr.Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Neuman: 


Thanks for your letter of Jan.28, giving your appreciated 
thoughts on the 1781 Mass.3 months interest bearing note. 


In answer to your question, I most certainly think that these 
various ''non-circulating'' Treasury issues should be included 
in a separate section of a revision of your publication. Some 
of these state notes and bonds were accepted and passed as 
forms of money during those crisis years, Oldiewspaper 
advertisements of the period indicate payment for merchandise 
acceptable in ''soldiers notes, Morris or Hillegas notes'', etc, 
It seems that these notes were more acceptable than the nearly 
worthless ''contientals,"' 


Very sincerely, 


i 


Mac ; hide Vv 
Phil. H, Snyder 


iftquarian S mSoctti 


SS Cee ee 


185 SALISBURY STREET 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, 01609, U.S. A. 


8 November 1973 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I have discussed the conclusions which you stated 
in your letter with our director, Marcus McCori- 
son, who is very knowledgeable about colonial 
printing. He agrees with the conclusions which 
you have drawn about the division of labor in the 
engraving and printing of the currency. Mr. McCor- 
ison thought you might ask John Alden's opinion on 
the matter too, 


If we may be of further assistance, I hope you 
will let us know. 


Sincerely yours, 


Mrs, Georgia 5B, Bumgardner 
Curator of Graphic Arts 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 

Eric P, Ne:.man Numismatic 
Bducation Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 


ivi 


St. Louis, Missouri 
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Hannah Jewell Aged thirty nine or ther Abort forder testifies and saith that this 
Bengmen Pearce came severall times to my shoop and sould mee seuerall bill of | 
twenty shillings for twelve shillings in mony at wich I axed of this saide Pearce 
the reason why hee would seell these bill so much uncer ualinge And he tould 
Mee that ine Peeple that Dide one theese vaper bills dide wante mony and farther 
that this Pearce cominge co often to seell Paver bills at so Looe A Rate I hade A 
sospicion of them ‘But I neaver heard of any paper bills beeinge bade at that 
time and farder that this Pearce Came seuerall times to my shoope to by small 
bills and he hace some of Mee severall times for Sih hee paide mee to the full 
uallow of them and when hee went out of my house hee would Desired mee to geet 
what smalll bills I could: and hee would paye mee for them as beefore and Desired 
mee that I should ios for geet him but save what small bills I could for him and 
farther that this Pearce is the man that was with Fenton when he fernes with mee 
for seventen pounds worth of goods and Agccordinge to Fentons Agreament that hee 
would come or sende for those good or parte of them the nexte week a3 he Dide 
by this Pearce seende for six pounds worth of them and Pearce brought mee six 
pounds worth of bill wich bills vroued. to bee falle And farder saith that this 
Bengmen Pearce cominge so many times to my house with paper bills I asked of him 
how hee came by so much paver bills beinge inane via but very few of these bills 
in Boston and he tould mee that hee Trove A trace in bying and sealinge and this 
same Pearce came to my shoop uery often to by goocs and seall mee paper bills 
and Likewise to geet small bills and since these Advertisments came out I have not 
sin him in Boston Therefore I doe thinke that the most or All of my badd paper 
bills I have taken from Pearce and Fenton by reason that the six pounds worth of 
bills wich Fenton sent by Pearce proued all falls with six pounde 

October ime 91 iW 
Sworm in Court Att Sam Phipps Cler 
[Pocketing: ] 


Jewell her Fuidences as to pap* Bills 


To the Constable of Woburne 
Complaynt being pees ‘by Nathanell Jegwell of Boston and his wife that Beniamen 
Peirce of Woburne was the man that came to heb shop with Sobess Fenton and 
agreed with her for seuenteene pouns worth of goods for bills of credit and 
the said Peirce came and fetched away sum of them the weeke following an¢ payd 
paper Bills for them which Bill she" saith were false and vould her that Fenton 
“Wolé come for the Rest all wich renders him to be susspitiously eilty of 
falsefiing said Bills 
These are therefore In their majestys Nams to require you to Aprehend the person 
of said Beniamin Peirce and catry him before Lawfull Authority there to be Exhamened 
consarning said Bills Be ooiasnt You are alike Required to make serch in 
his hous for oink Bills of Credit you can find and bring them to said authority 
ans hereof you may not faile but make a true returne under your hand as the 
law directs. 


dat in Woburn 
CS. o a ° b : t 
y° 14 6f Sep 1691 | William Johnson Assis 


eo’ 14. 1691 
Z have apprehenced the person of B eniamen Peirce and serched his hous and can find 
nither Bills of Credit or any other thing refering to said Bills he is Sanniasmed 


of in this warant a d brought him before William Johnson Fsq” to be exhamened 


[Docketed: ] 


Beniamen Peirce his Warrant 
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** Whereas (for the maintaining and defending of their Majesties in- 
terests against the hostile invasions of their French and Indian 
enemies who have begun and are combined in the prosecution of a 
Bloody war upon the English of their Majesties Colonys and planta- 
tions of New England) this Colony hath necessarily contracted sundry 

| considerable debts, which this Court taking into consideration and 
| being desirous to approve themselves Just aud honest in the discharge 
of the same and that every person who hath credit with the country 
| for the use of any of his estate, disbursemeuts, or service done for the 
Public, may in convenient time receive due and equal satisfaction ; 
_ withal considering the present poverty and calamities of the country 
» And { (through scarcity of money) the want of an adequate measure of 


Commerce, whereby they are disadvantaged in making present pay- 
ment as desired ; Yet being willing tosettle and adjust the accompts 
of the said deute and to make payment thereof, with what speed they 
/can 
It is ordered by this Court that Major Elisha Hutchinson, Major 
John Phillips, Captain Penn Townsend, Mr Adam Winthrop and Mr 
Timothy Thornton or any three of them, be and are hereby appointed 
_and impowered a Committee for the granting forth of Printed Bills in 
such forms as is agreed upon by this Court (none under five shillings 
‘nor exceeding five pounds in one bill) unto all such persons who shall 
desire the same, to whom the Colony is indebted, for such sum or 
sums of money as they shall have debentures from the Committee, or 
Committees that are or shall be appointed to give out the same, Ey ery 
of which Bills according to the sums therein expressed shall be of 
equal Value with money, and the Treasurer and all the Receivers 
subordinate to him shall accept, and receive the same accordingly in 
all Publick Payments ; No more of Said Bills, to be Printed or granted 
forth than for the Sum of Seven thousand Pounds; And the Colony 
is hereby engaged to Satisfy the Value of Said Bills as the Treasury 
shall be enabled, And any person having of Said Bills in his Hands, 
may Accordingly return the same to the Treasurer, and shall receive 
the full Sum thereof in Money, or other Public Stock at the Mo: ney 
Price as Stated for that time And if any of said Bills be worn in any 
Persons hands, so as they desire to renew them, returning them to the 
Conimiittee, they shall have new ones of the same numbers and sums 
given out. 
The forme of the Bill agreed upon 





No ae ) 20° 
This Indented Bill of Twenty shillings due from the Massachusetts 
Colony to the Possessor shall be in Value equal to Money and shall be 
Accordingly Accepted by the Treasurer, and Receivers subordinate to 
him in all Publick Payments, and for any stock at any time in the 
Treasury Boston in New England Decemt roth 1690. 
By Order of the General Court 


Locus } ot eae 
{ Sigilli 5 * Commitee 
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1779, June 1, Filled in dates & denominations. Payable Jan. 1, 1783. 
‘Massachusetts State Lottery". Class the third. Tyve set. Border ehgraved 
By Nathianel Hurd. AAS. PoC. MHS. H.C. LL. B.P.L. 
1780, Feb. Filled in dates & denominations. Payable Jan. 1, 1783. 
"MAssachusetts State Lottery". Class the fonsth. type set. Border engraved 
by Nathianel Hurd. AAS. P.C. MNS. - 

Were » aq wn Boot Public / 
1780, Jan. 1, Printed date. Filled in denominations & dates of payment. 
Paid from 1781 to 1785. "So Called Inflation Note. Commodities were 
thirty two « one half times the prices at the beginning of the war. The 
State Court tried to link the Soldiers pay to Commodities. Elaborate 
scroll at the top. ingraved by J. M. Furnass. Type set. Engravers name 
at the lower left hand corner, A-A.S. PC. MHS. H.C. 


1780, Jan. 1, Printed date. Filled in denominations & dates of Payment. 
Paid from Jan. 1, 1781 to Jan. 1, 1785. "So Called Inflation Note". 
Commodities were thirty two & one half times the prices at the beginning of 
the war. The state court tried to link the soldiers pay to commodities. 
Elaborate scroll at the top. Type set. Engraved by J. M. Furnass. However 
the engravers name omitted, AAwS P.C. MAS: : 


1780, Jane 1, Printed date. Filled in denominations & date of payment. 

paid from 1785 to 1789. "SO Called Inflation Note." Commodities were 

thirty two & one half times the prices at the beginning of the War. The 

State court tried to link the Soldiers vay to commodities. No Elaborate 

scroll at the hove Entirely different border. Engraved by J. M. Furnass. 
pe SCtUe e * 


1780, Jan. 1. Printed date. Filled in denominations & dates of payment. 
Paid in 1787. "So Galled Inflation Note". Commodities were thirty two 
¢c one times the prices at the beginning of the War. No Elaborate Scroll 
at the top. tntirely different border. Borders engraved. Type set. 

J. M. Furnass name omitted. P.C. 


1780, Auge 3, Boston. Type set. No border. Filled in names & denominatior 
L promise to vay--------+ Or order---------- pounds out of the next tax, with 
interest until paid. ‘So much he lends as vart of the two hundred thousand 
pounds, voted. the ninth & #5th of dune last. For the sole purpose of 
Cayons on the war. Signed by David Jeffreys, town Treasurer. 

1780, Certificate, ingraved plate. State of Massachusetts Bay. Filled 
in dates & denominations. Denominations in dollars. Pime tree in left 
border « witness my hand in Red. Brigham mentions the engraving on this 
certificate is very similar to the 1775 Paul Revere note. He believed the 


note was engraved by Paul Revere. But could not find any order. Ly 
ord oT ati D ( ymente Ae Bd 5 e P e CG e M etle Se , } 


1781, Certificate. ingraved plate. Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Filled 
in dates « denominations. Yenominations in dollars. Pine tree in left 
border « witness my hand in red. Same ste f with changes. 


AeheS Pele Cera la hy Part Cine por platey + mew eee 


1731, Printed. denominations. One for four & one for six dollars. Filled 
in dates. robally other denominations. Heading engraved. Type set note. 
This certificate entitles the bearer to receive out of the public treasury 
of this Commonwealth, in six months from the date, -##~---- Spanish Milled 
Dollars, or the value thereoff in other coined Gold or Silver---~-4nd the 
same shall be received at the treasury in the tax eranted by the General 
Court in Oct. last, as equal to the same sum in Gold or Silver. 


Ae B.Pk. 


e te e le ste 


From 1781 on, very few duplicates. Many more varieties should be four 
John Mason Furnass was willed all the engraving tools & printing type 
Nathianel Hurd. Early in 1782 he was appointed printe# for the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, Nephew of Hurd. 


be, San. 1, Filled in date & date of Beyuent. Filled in denominati 
Massachusett§ border at left engraved. ther three borders type ornam 
Refers to the 1749 act for coined Silver & gold & the rates. Thos Dav 
! S P 


fie e e * e 





1782, Jane 1. Woodeut border. - Commonwealth at top. Massachusetts | 
righte Commonwealth at bottom. Massachusetts at left. Letter dm 3B. : 
four squares of type ornaments. Payable Jan. 1. 178k & 1786. Signed } 
H. Garner Treasurer, Aieheun Pees 


ee “S fa, yee Miah IK rs hf eee: wl b ct 
1782, Jan. 1. Same note. Another printing. Commonwealth at bottom : 
right side up. Signed by Thos Ivers. fe Ae Se Payment 1786. Mi ; 


1782, Jan. i. Woodeut border. Commonwealth at tope Massachusetts at 
Commonwealth at bottom(Upside down), Massachusetts at left. Letter B 
four squares of typ« Ornaments. Payable Jan. 1, 1785 & 1736. Nogvete 
oe tees but issued. Signed by different Committee members. /: 


1782, March 1, Woodeut border. Commonwealth at tope Massachusetts 
right. Commonwealth at botton (maze right side up). “assachusetts at 
Refers to the coin act of 1749. Payable in four equal instalments. On 
pee Mar. 1, +7 Obs 47855 ~4986, 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788, Signed by lves, 


1752, March 1. Woodeut border, Commonwealth at tope Massachusetts a 
right. Commonwealth at bottom’ (upside down) Massachusetts at left. 
Refers to the coin act of 1749. Payable in four equal instalments, On ; 
before are 1, 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788, Signed by Garner, 


foe, 1783, 1787, 1788. Woodeut borders. Commonwealth at top. Massact 
at right, Commonwealth at bottom upside down. Massachusetts at left. 7 
to the coin act of 1749, Filled in dates & denominations. Printed dat 


ayment. On or before March 1, 1786 1757, 1788, 1789, . pe 
Sept. 1, 1782, Signed by Ivers,’ : ALASB, Mis Joe jet ) 
vune 1, 1782. Signed by Garner. P. 0, MES AAS 
eune 1, 1783, 8 Signed by Ivers. ee 
pay 1,°..1787. Signed by A. Hodgdon. ae ae 
Nov. i, 1788, Signed by A, fodgdon. P.O, 


Four different printings. Must be other printings. 


1783, May 7, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. lreasurers office. This 


certifies that the sum OL ann LS. AUG” LOM mini cciiwin Sienreti in Bayne 
For which this sum shall be Peceived by you in payment of the 1731 tax 
committed to you to collect. Thos Ivers, A. A. S. 

1784, May 25, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Treasurers office. This 
eervities, that the sum of---~-....._._ is due tom--~--~~~_ for which ‘sun 
this shall be received by you in payment of State tax number three, comni 
to you to collect. Thos Ivers. ae oe 


i) ae © fr 


1795, April igus PERT. VACT TGs ee a eee 


received in vayment of the State tax granted in July, 1784. Thos. ivers. 


die tie * 


1785, Avril 2. Commonwealth of Massachusetts. ‘treasurers Offica Same as 
the 42783 & 178% note. “eceived in payment of Sxcise « import taxes. Left 


border engraved. Type set. P. C. 

1785, March 1, Treasurers Office. This certifies, that the sum of-------- 
is due to John Locas, 4sq, Commissary of pensioners, or his order. Neceive 
for all taxes except Continental taxes no. i 7 2. Also the tax granted fot 
the redemption of army notes. Also not good for the purchase of lands solc 
by the Commonwealth. Thomas Ivers. Ae Ae Se 

1786, April 1. Treasurers Office, Boston. Pursuane to a law of this 
Commonwealth, I do hereby certify that there is due to---------------- Or 
bearer, the sum of-----~-------- And this certificate shall be received in 
payment for one third of the tax 9 (5) granted in March 1786, equal to 

the same sum in gold « silver. Pp, Ci. .M HS: 


xa FUN Ose on BELLY &, Ue - 
Same note, Different border, Another printing. aS 5 a MAS: 


1787, April.7. Treasury Office, Boston. These certify that Mr.-~--~-----~-- 
Collector of-------------- Hath lodged the following payments in_this offic« 
on No. Tax, Amounting to------------ Cashe-------— Armyerr------- Indents-=--- 


For which he has no receipt, the Treasurer being sick. 
Alex Hodgdon Collection. 


1787, March 12. Commonwealth Of Massachusetts. Treasury Office. Receive 
i ha then, namie age In part of tax committed to him to collect for the year 
y 7366 Alex. Hodgdon. P. Cc ° 


GAN July ae Same printing only received cash, Army notes « indents. 


1787, Jane 31, Worcester. Received of the town of Princeton, two hundred 
& thirteen pounds of beef, for the use of the troops of this Commonwealth 
under the command of Major General Lincoln, which will be placed to the 
credit of said town, in the Commissiary General's books, to be deductédd 


from their specie tax. P. Ce 


1707, febe Ge Treasury note. Loan for the paying & subsisting the Militi: 
employed to suppress the rebellion in this Commonwealth, agreeable to an a 


passed Feb. 6, 1787. A. Ae S- Pc. 


1789, May 30. Commonwealth Of Massachusetts, Treasury-Office. This 
certifies, that the sum 0f-<--~------ is due to---------- or bearer, for whic! 
sum this shall be received of you in payment of the two thirds part of 
import «< excise that is appropiated by Government to discharge the interes’ 
on the public debt. Alex. Hodgdon. P. GC. MAS. 


1789, Aug. 24. Payable-Jens Hand written note for 17,120. Dollars. 
Signed Alex. Hodgdon. ae ey oe 


1791, Jane 1. Payable Jan. 1, 1792. Type set note & borders. Signed by 
Alex. Hodgdon. Shae: a a ee 


7/9, MULUStT 500 dollar bond. Signed by John milligas. J. Lawre 
onnecticut, interest paid on the back. Paia or figgured in dollars < 
Shillings. Stack had a copy Similar, sold for $300.00 in 1962. 

Bond due Aug. 1, 1781. not paid. RN, One copy. 


1780, Mar. 4, Interest Payments in livres tournoise. Many printings c 
this form. Different colors ink & different printings. 
ave seen fifty or more copies. R. N. ONE COPY. 





1780, July 5, Interest payments paid in Mexican dollars. From a Loan 
in Madrid Spain. Generally Red ink with green borders, 
Ke Ae Sa Oe ° Ne: He Ne & three others, Six copies. 


Sholild be copies in other denominations. Especially Guilders. 
1784, July & 


Hand written copy of a dollar & see receipt. No. 8 

Could be a piate. A. Ae S. one CODY. 
1785, Sept. 27, Continental bill. The bearer is entitled to one dolla: 
om eo te a ninetieths of a dollar, which will be received for taxes. 
agreeable to the requisition of Congress of the 27th of September, 1785, 
o Aa Se. Me H. SS. Rs N, Eric Newman. four copies, 


Massachusetts loan office certificates, Dollars & shillings Receipts. 
Six different printings. One in Ae Ae Ss One in MoH. 8. Three in 
SIX different in Nathanial Appleton$s collection of the Bostonian societ 


Massachusetts Lees certificates of liquidated debt. Dollars & shilling 
eceipts. One in Rk, N. Four different in Nathanial Appleton's coll 


Commissioner Of Loans for Massachusetts, Dollars & Cents. Receipts. 
Six types in Nathianal “ppleton's collection, Ae Ae Se. one CODY. 
Me He. S. One copye Alex Hodgdon one copye Rk. N. two copies. 


The first typesof the change over from dollars & shillings to dollars & | 
4re very rare, ) 


United States lo Office for Massach setts. Found four tynes. One in 
Biiweihynock: Se. ve in Nathianal aoayeee tee sollaction To Rare. 
Five types. One other in R, N, 
For the printing the Pensioners notes 1795 to 1815, Six varieties. 
AlL in Nathianal Appleton's collection of the Bostonian Society, 


United States Loan Office, National. Found twelve specimans. Ten in R. 


One in M. H. Sy. Five in Nathianal Appletons Collection, Only three 
Duplicates,. Includes Different States. Ae As Se one copy. 


Be os Ge One CODY e 


Copy trp Oe ee etna Ay ae ey CANE ce KLI 
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Bias a 
Massachusetts Unlisted treasury Notes 


a ~ 1.0 Se a | June 40 1757. 
4956 June 10, Filled in date & for eight pounds Payable ; | 
a Left norder engraved. Silver at 6/8 per ounce A. Ae Se one copy 


1757, Jane 31, Filled in dates & denominations Payable June p 1759-6 
Le?s border engraved. Silver at 6/8 per ounce Ae Ae de & Feve 


R/7 SO, Pale sit Filled in date. & denomination Payable June 1, _1760- 
es Left border engraved, Silver at 6/o per ounce A. Ae Se eee 
Dates 1757 & 1760 in the border. 
1759, Mar. 10, Filled in date & denomination Payable June 20, 17636 
Lefe border engraved. Silver at 6/8 per ounce A. A. S. One copy. 
The date 1759 in the border. 

1771, Apr. 10, Filled in dates & denominations Payable June 20, 1773. 
Top elaborate scroll & seal circle, Cther borders engraved, 1st printing 

Border engraved by Nath. Hurd in 1769. Spanish milled dollars at 6/ 

A. A. Se. Lenox Library 

1771, Apr. 10, Filled in date & denominations Payable June 20, 1774. 


Top elaborate scroll & geal circle, other borders engraved, 2nd printin; 
Borders engraved by Nath. Hurd in 1769. Spanish milled dollars at 6/ 
P. C. Should be other printings of this note » One copye 


17755 Filled in dates & denominations, June, July & august. Colony 0: 
Massachusetts Bay. Elaborate scroll Massachusetts. Elaborate scroll on 
left border. Cod-fish & man in the border. Engraved by Paul Revere. ‘Som 
on Jmerican paper. ‘Some copies have watermark of Je Bores, Milton. Due 


June 1, 1777.. Copies in A. Aw S. Me He Se Linox Library & Private Coll 
Have seen fifteen copies. More than one printing of this note. 


1776, Dec. 6, & jan. 7, 1777. Borrowed & received of. Filled in dates | 

denominations. Payable June 20, 1778. Type set. 45- edes & 1776 in the 

border. This note was printed by Benjamin Edes in 1776. AeA.S & P.C. 
Only seen three copies. | 


1776, Dec. 20, & 21. For value received. Filled in dates « denomination 
B. Edes & 1776 in the border. Note printed by eer vg Edes in 17766 
Payable Dec. 2, 177% Do Rs Gan ee ee Two copies. 


1776, Jane 7, 1777. Bounty note. Note payable Dec6, 1780. Filled in da 
Ten pounds denominations printed, Brackets for the number in the left he 
corner, Be EDES (Benjamin Edes) & 1776 in the border. 

Ae Ae Se Private collections. 


1776, Jane 8, 1779. Bounty note. Type set. Note payable Yec. 6 1780. 
Iitied in date. Ten pounds denominations printed. Brackets for the nut 
one quarter of the distance from the left hand border. 5B. Edes (Benjamir 
Edes) & 1776 in the border. Ai Ae, 


1776, Feb. 19, Bounty note. Type set. Note payable Dec. 6, 1:7980.'. Sag 
in dates. Ten vounds denomination, printed, Brackets for the number in 
center of the ROuGy B. Edes (Benjamin Edes) & 1776 in the border. 

a ‘ a < 


i.e a8 ~~ P. ire 


1780. 


i eee Oe Se ar iE Meg Rracptata for Ling nur 


1777, #ebe 7, REGIS Bounty note. Tyne set. Note payable Dec. 6 


1eewa 





pager Seb. 30, 1777. ‘Committee of War" note. Type set. Note vavabl 
ay 1//9e FE4lied in dates & denominations. B, Edes (Benjamin Edes) & 


in the border, ra Gs 


17775 Dec. 331777. "Committee Of War" note. Iype set. Payable Dec. 
Vide Jf liled in date. & denomination. B. Edes (Benjamin Edes) & eae 
he border, : Ae Re Se P. Ce i ts a 


1778, Dec. 29, 1778, "Committee Of War" note. type set. Payable Mar 
1793- Filled in dates & denominations. B. Edes (Benjamin Edes) & 177: 
Po eorde®, “A. A. S, PUG. 


1777, June 1, to Oct. 4 1777. Filled in dates & denominations. Ener 
Payable June Te 1 7oO, Brigham Claimed border engraved by Nathianel Huz 
Hurd received an order for the Plate. The border is identical with the 
1769 note with the Nath. Hurd, 1769 removed. Payable in Gold Or Silvex 
from the 4749 currency law. Sword & hand symbol firgt engraved by Baul 
nevere. naependence on the Seroll, Similar to the Paul Revere Sword & 
Hand note of Nov. 17, 1776. Type set. Word Committee vertical. 

a 4 a GC S e | ig 


Trt 


Keel» June 1, 1777 sgl Yet efoe Same pia rey oe eee printing. W 
ommittee horizontal & other slicht changes. 1 ee ae « Cw 
Cia SS ae tines yy Oe a a 


Ae. He De ° e 


1777, Dece 15 1777. Filled in dates & denominations. Payable Mar. 1, 
Same border plate. Type set. Reference to the 1749 law left out. 
“eceived of--- Small print---Payable May 10,1781. 

hie. ua Ds M. ee See Lie L Be Se ee Fy Lz M. he P. Ge 


eres) Mens 17, 1778.:: Filled in dates & denominations. Payable Mar. 1, 
Same plate. ‘Type set. Referance to the 1749 law left out. Received’. 


are OT) A. ae e e e 
Larze Drie oh rt & P C £ ] é G.p ya 
poeee uly 15 to Nov. 7, 1777. Filled in dates & denominations. Type ; 
Same border plate. Referance to the 1749 law left out. Borrowed & rece 
Cree Payable May is jis c tee ae ona Pe CsA AS 

yee | am keel BPA. 

1777, Dece 1, 1777. Filled in dates & denominations. Payable Mar. 1 
type set. Engraved border, Pine tree & coiled snake. Payable date prir 
Nathianel Hurd was given the order for this note. "Hurd's Engravines 
Hurd was sick at the time & may not have finished the Copper plate. The 
note has identical pillars of the small Cod-Fish & pillar notes started 
Hurd & completed by Revere. e As Sy PLC. MNS: 

Ciblane PL. 


6222s “pril 26, 1779. Filled in dates & denominations. Advance Pay to 
Pacers, fifst moiety, type set. ame border as the previous note. 


imer ved by Hurd. fiom A e he i De Ps hae: 


1779, July 20, 1779. Filled in dates & denominations. Advance Pay to 
Officers. Second Moiety. Type set. Same border as the previous note. 
ingraved by Hurd. Diihe seul sO. MM weeU 





t7i9, Jan. 18, 17796 Hilled in dates & denominations. Payable Jan. 1, 
“assachusetts State Lottery". Class the first. fype set. Border ener. 
by Nathianel Hurd, Pes As 8. Fas Ade 

FL. 


hele “Ot. 1, 1779. Filled in dates & denominations. Payable Jan. 1, 1° 
“assachusetts State Lottery". Class the second. Type set. Border éngz; 
by Nathianel Hurd. A. A. Se. PC. 

Renee. Pek, 
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MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL PAPER CURRENCY 


THE ENGRAVED PLATES AND DENOMINATIONAL CHANGES 1690-1701. 
Prepared by Percy L.Rideout 


COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY*****OLD COLONY BILLS 


1690. | 2) 218: Bre OF < 20) 60/ 100/  . 200/ 

If we assume that the entire 40,000 pounds authorized May 2lst,1691, was issued. 
there was put forth of thes: Old Charter Bills, in the various issues and re-issues, of thé 
Colony 82,000 pounds independent of bills borrowed by the Government, which had the same 
effect as printing and emitting by the Government--------- Felt claimed over 110,000 poun: 
was emitted----<---------- This must include the bills borrowed from the Boston Merchants. 


THE ENGRAVED PLATES AND DENOMINATIONAL CHANGES 1702-1711. 


PROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY*****OLD TENOR BILLS 


First Plate Second Plate Third Plate 

1702. 212° 21 2/6 (276 5/ 10/ 20/ 40/ 20/ 20/ 60/ 100/ 
1708. : ie 20/ 40/ | 
1709. | 3/ 3/6 | 
1710. 20/ | 40/ 50/ 
Vil. BF. 2) 6-31; = 3/6 mF ‘S, pe .20f° 40/ 50/ 60/ 100/ 

There was 355,000 pounds emitted by the Government during this period---161, 000 
pounds printed from these plates---~--- 194,000 pounds received for taxes and re-issued. 


THE ENGRAVED PLATES. AND DENOMINATIONAL CHANGES 1713-1740. 


' OLD TENOR BILLS******SECOND SET OF DESIGNS 


First Plate Second Plate | Third Plate 
iio. Wee 2 2/6 S/o) Nf) 20s 
1714. “oes eet 30/ 40/ 60/ 100/ 


Bills from the first plate were issued in 1713, 1714, 1718, 1719, 1721, 
4722. 1723, 1726, 1727, 1731; 23s, 173355 27 396,, 20 
Bills from the second plate were issued in 1713, 1714, 1716, 1718, 1719, 1721, 
To 29, 1724, iF 255 hI 279 1728, 2732, 1133, 1795, ee 
Only found one 1724 bill from the third plate--1714, 1716, 1718, 1721, 1724. 


THE PARCHMENT BILLS FOR SMALL CHANGE 


/L f/f ee 
500 pounds in small bills issued. 


360,614 pounds Old Tenor Bills issued by the Massachusetts Court from 1713; 1740--223, 500 
Sounds printed from these plates------- 137,614 pounds collected for taxes and re-issued. 





CPO ES Gt 
MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL PAPER CURRENCY 
MASSACHUSETTS AicoTorie a k 
THE ENGRAVED PLATES AND DENCMINATIONAL CHANGES 1737-1750. 
Prepared by Percy L. Rideout 


PROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY**MIDDLE TENOR BILLS 


Sea First set of designs---Printed from separate wood plates. 
LEST « | Pee #i fi /3 /4 /5 
2,000 pounds printed and emitted from these wood plates, 


Middle Tenor Billsg----- Due from the Province of the MASSACHUSETTS BAY 
at six shillings and eight pence per ounce, according to Law---«8... 


penny bill---------...... This Bill of ONE PENNY equal to THREE PENCE of the Old Tenor 


MIDDLE TENOR BILLS*ririeesecond set of designs. 


7 First Plate Second Plate 
1736-1737. /10 1/8 3/4 6/8 LO/ 20/2630) 247s 


SS & Cight pence per ounce, according to Law 
be equal to one ounce of coined Silver, Troy weight of Sterling Alloy, 80 pence Middl 
240 pence Old Tenor, Or GOED COIN at the rate of four pounds eichteen shillings per o1 
L741. GENERAL COURT ORDER***That the Treasurer 

with the Province Bills that come into the Treasury 


NEW. TENOR BILLS *itirwwweeePirst set of designs. 


First Plate - Second Plate Third Plate 
bi a 12 /4 /6 /8 1/ ZY af 4/ ay 10/ iS/ 20/ 30/ 4 
1/43. /3 /9 1/3 2/6 


NEW TENOR BILLS*irieiiiniesecond set of designs. 


First Plate : Second Plate Third Plate 
Bee eo 8 f4 6/5 af Uk gy 15/1 20/307, a 


- 
Pe re a ee ee ee a Se fac an anh alt si eg ai" ai sn ld ce 


in bills of the Old Tenor and 26/% 
all payments equal to 20/ of the 


NEW TENOR BILLS*"“*THE ASSEMBLY enacts that 4 pounds 
of the NEW called MIDDLE TENOR, shall be received in 


First & Second New Tenor------ The Government emitted 693,837 pounds & 10/ in 1742, 174: 
1744, 1745, 1746, MES SO kTaE PEL TOG ae LI50,ewewaeus It is difficult to determine how many 


bills were printed----4 number of the entries read, 


if not enough in the Treasury, balz 
to be-made up by a new emission. 


THE SMALL BILLS AUTHORIZED IN 1749. 


$1/72 $1/24 $1/18 $1/12 $1/8 $1/4 
yi /3 / kis /6 L972 3/6 


af Of the small Bills authorized in 1749, I have not found any referance to the nu 
printed or any order for printing-------------2-.-.. the /1 bill of 1750, i5nuabered Sa 
18,000 pounds was emitted in 1749 & L305 


MASSACHUOLI LO Ae VULUILUNAAL FE SON LUANG 
MASS ACHMSE TTS- Prt OTe nt 
THE ENGRAVED PLATES AND DENOMINATIONAL CHANGES 1775-1780. 


Prepared by Be ae 
P?. Red 


First set of designs engraved and printed by Paul Revere. 


4,460 notes of 20/ 14/ 6/ denominations--4,333 notes of 10/ 18/ 12/ 16/ 15/ 9/ denominatic 


First Plate Second Plate Third Plate 


May 25th, 1775. ' 20/ -14/°-6/ 10/ 157°: 13/ 16/ 15/ 9/ Redeemable May 25th, 17 
540 notes of 20/ 14/ 6/ denominations----667 notes of 10/ 18/ 12/ 16/ 15/ 9/ denominatic 
July Sth. ise 20/ 14/ 6/ 10/ 18/ 12/ 16/ 15/ 9/ Redeemable May 25th, 17 


Sword & Hand notes by Paul Revere----Each denomination, a separate plate. 


4,000 notes of each denomination. 


Aug. 18th, 1775. 1/ 2/ 2/6 &/ 5/ 6/ 716 8/ 10/ 11/ 17/ 20/ 24/ 30/ 40/ ~% Due 


3,000 notes of each denomination. 


Aug. 18th, 1775. ‘Af 2/° 2/6 4/ 5/6 776 8/ 10/ 11/ 17/ 20/ 24/ 30/ 40/ 72/ Due 


3,000 notes of each denomination. 


Aug. 18th, 1775. 1/ 2/ 2/6 4/ 5/ 6/ 7/6 8/ 10/ 11/ 17/ 20/ 24/ 30/ 40/ /2f Due 


Sword & Hand notes by Paul Revere----Two engraved plates. 
2,740 notes of each denomination. 
First Plate Second Plate 


Dec. 7th, 1775. -/3 1/4 1/6 2/8 3/ 3/4 4/6 7/ 10/ 14/ 16/ 22/ 28/ 36/ 42/ 48/ Due 


1,875 notes of each denomination. 


Dec. 7th, 1775. /8 1/4 1/6 2/8 3/ 3/4 4/6 7/ ~—10/ 14/ 16/ 22/ 28/ 36/ 42/ 48/ Due 


1,875 notes of each denomination. 


Dec. 7th, 1775. /8 1/4 1/6 2/8 3/ 3/4 4/6 7/ = 10/ 14/ 16/ 22/ 28/ 36/ 42/ 48/ Due 


June 18th, 
June 18th, 


June 18th, 
June 18th, 


Revere changed the second plate of Dec. 7th, to Sept. 17th, & Colony to State. 


Printed from type by Benjamin Edes----4,000 notes of each denomination. 


1776. 13.1475 /6 [9/10 1/ 1/3 1/8 2/4 2/6 3/6 4/ 4/4 S/ 5/4 Due 
1776. 13. [4 15 16/9 /10 1/7 1/3 178 2/4 2/6 3/6 4/ 4/4 S/ 5/4 Due 
Small Sword & Hand by Benjamin Edes---4,000 notes of each denomination. 
Li7G 6/ 12/ 18/ 24/ 30/ 36/ 42/ 48/ Due 
1776. 6/ 12/ 18/ 24/ 30/ 36/ 42/ 48/ Due 


4,630 notes of each denomination. 


in 


in 


in 


in 


in 


in 


in 


in 


in 
in 


Seot..1/th,.1776. —10/ 14/ 16/ 22/ 28/ 36/ 42/ 48/ Redeemable Dec. 7th, 


5,143 notes of each denomination. 


Small Cod Fish & Pillar notes--Plates started by Mr. Hurd & completed by Revere. 
1776. (2 13-74 [6 #% Oi 1/6 2/ 3/ 4/ 4/6 Redeemable Oct. 18th, 


Oct. 18th, 


3,000 notes of each denomination. 


Large Cod Fish & Pillar notes--Plates started by Mr. Hurd & completed by Revere. 
1776. 6/ 12/ 18/ 24/ 30/ 36/ 42/ 48/ 54/ 60/ 66/ 72/ Redeemable Oct. 18th, 


Oct. 18th, 


ae Oe SY Oe > OF we OS ae Oe OP ae ee OF Oe oe oe oe oe ae oe ae oe ot ae SP om oe om z <— 0 ee ae ee ee om oe Oe on GP ae ae oe oe oe ae GP ae oe oe ae om Ge ee oF ae 


6,485 notes of each denomination. 


Revere changed Sept. 17th, to Nov. 1/th, & Magna Carta to Independence. 


Nov. 17th, 1776. 10/ 14/ 16/ 22/ 28/ 36/ 42/ 48/ © Redeemable Dec. 7th, 
Plates altered by Paul Revere----8 , 000 notes of each denomination. 
Oct. 16th, 1776. /2 /3 /4& /6 a ee 1/6 2/ 3/ 4/ 4/6 Redeemable Oct. 18th, 
Rising Sun issue--Engraved by Paul Revere---9,646 notes of each denomination. 
Not Dated. 1} 1/6 v4 | 2/6 3/ 3/6 4/ 4/6 4/8 5/ 5/4 5/6 Redeemable Dec. lst, 
Printed by Hall & Sellers & guaranteed by the United States. 
May 5th, 1780. $1 $2 $3 $4 $5 $7 $8 $20 Redeemable Dec. 5th, 
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Oe ie EMRAVED PLATES AND DEVGITIRTIOML CHIMES 1690417014 
pee Prepared by Perey Is Ridesuts | 


COLGIY OF MASSA MEELIS BAYreoses OLD COLGI BILIG. 
2f 2fe sf lof 20/ 60/ Wwof 200/— 


Ae ge Bs enti S eS Fe a etaSe0 Cres onan seven ciel 43 to mnie ed ON GRE 


t we poked peers the « nbs 28 40,000 pounds abhor izod Mey 210% > 1691, wes ise 














there wes put forth of these Cid Cherter nalts » &m te VarLout iseuee m7} reoicpuet 


colony 82,000 > ene onde inet Senonderd of bikie borroycd by the 6 Fovermmelb, nion had the 
effect, o8 priviing oad onittieg ty the Gers an Cifieemmabel elt olcined over 120,09 p 





WRB OL mrnesn eee nis must inplute the Lilie borrowed Seon the Boston Merqhe 
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8B ERMRAVED PILATES AW DE NOMZIST TOMAL CHA mms aveeeamia,. 
FROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETES DAYsesos GD TENR BLS 


} ae First Plstes — Second Piszes, third plates 
27026 - 2/ 2/ 2/8 2f3 sf 2/f 20/ 40/ to/ 20/ Gof 
170 | | : - 20f 40/. 

270%, | sf 3/6 ee 

LED» # 20/ ‘se 60/ 


“BY, af a sch 5/6 - a oul S/ W/ Bf = 40/80/  e0/ 


: | There was = 556, 5000 powiis emitted by ; the Covertmant during ‘thie por iélaan!s 
es printed =ECrt these Dist eseeenn IDE “000 pounis reesived fer taxes an& reeise 


ee Nee rene warmer ee 











Si Siew 





BS EMRAVED PLATES AID DENOTE TOLL CBAIGES 171301740, 
GD TENR BILISsssss2SECOM SET GF DEST. 


. Pipet Plates | . “Shirg Pletes 
17S, 1/ 176 2/ 2f6 sf yi i0/ “s0/ ie 
Lig. | $0/ 40/ 60/ 

Bilis from the first plate were is ssued re Wis RW, 1738, 1719, 1721, . 
M22, 1725, 4728, 2727, N72, 17S, {va5, 2936, 1780. 
Gihis fvom the eegond plate wore fesucd in 1715, 1714, 1716, 1718, 1719, 
. 27285 L723 5 1726, 1726, L727, 3728, L732 1733, L785, A733 o L720 ae 
. Het able to find any bills fren the third plate. — 


Sid KOE CET OY ES aU HENNE at neem Ee LEED 
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k= PER CLOSES BILIS PR SMALL CHATS 


Ai fp fs 
| 500 poms 23 cuelt balls isenede 
| pounds C6 Taner Bilis 3 issued ty the Meceacimtette Court fon 17121 7WOena2? 
wed Z rom ‘there | a pounds sollected fer taxes and reeisa 


ee ae Rei a EE NINE ROR ES OS Ry Ob OF eae ERE eens ELENA eee nec NO MR ERE HD 

























, Doe! ed ae |e | 
4 “EVR FETE ath Be AN 
> *s 2 fe i= 1S Pte de to 
a oe > 4 . 





Seas - rivet set of designtonPr ere Wes 
a AR fo ee 
| 5 000 pomds printed & enitied from chone wood platens ae! 





waaade Tener BillsesweDue from the Province of the SASSACHUSETES BAYS in sah or Mom 
o& six abillings ¢ se _—— perse per cunes, aceording te Lennoa-~-mReverse of the ons 
BE Ll a=: semmoasad MIS BIL. cf GE PENNY equal to TRREE PENS of the Old Tenor, 


SCD EES SPH HD AEDES MR EDU EP BH ED GUE HINES =O PES EP tS El ED HARES SDSS? ENED OP CEP CETSD RED 
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MIDDIS TEN BILIS:+esseesBeeend set of designs, 


; | First Plates Second Pilates 
 §6al FBT /10 1fe 8/4 6fs 10/ 20/ 80/ 40/ 


95000 powsds ordered printed &s emitted fyom those pletess 


ale Tencr BilieaoSilver e& @ix chillings & eight panes per duECe, sg gan. %o lew, @ 
oo equal to one cumes of coined silver, Troy woight of Sterling Alloy, neo Middle T 
ang pence Od tenes = GQIh COIN at the rate of four pounds eighteen entaSinge per oust 
\ \S Whe | QE RAL CORT IER oof het the treasurer be emperered 40 purchase GOLD ® SIiv 
wth the Provixos bille that coms inte the Treasury. et best rates he eax 


2 Sh ro ra¥4 AL as prmescaass mrs necaceciompinaeren nee See ee eg 
ws - | , iW TENR BILSeeeseeeae First set of dosignae 

















 Fivst pd rar Plates ghird Plete: 
he ft f = htaci | oy ary 5/ 10/ 15/ 20/ sof 
dipar : ee | 
IEW TER BILISessesssesefecomt set of sai 9 


6, 
: Pirate Piety Cee, '. Seoend Pinte ys Third Piste. 
‘Ao fea fs ff if fe x es" 16/ 20/ 380/ — 
 F YEMQ PUSesee2 BS ASSEMBLY enacts thet 4 — in bills af the Old fence and 26/8 

~~ galled MIDDIE TENG, ehell be received in all peyements equal to 20/ of the 
jon Tie PereroamansPhe Goverment onitted 693,857 pounde & 10/ in 1742, 1728. 
, 1986, 2747, 1748, 1749 & LIBO.nonccmeR is difficult to determine how mary 
as og mother of entrics reed, if net enough in the or balenss 
oo be wade uo ty a new emissions 


Gag cl FT PEBGS SBS 
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THE SMALL BILLS AUPHRIZED IW 279. 


DA 18 § Ve 31/4 
oy I fy ey 4 


TREE CAGES DG OD Ke OED Ca URS Cd De SH KID ALD EE Ha: SE OE AD GD EAD CW GN OND HM oxo aD “CD EY 60 CCD UD ED ES UDEP EDL ED SOD 


Sills authorised in 1729, heave not seen any reference to the wm! 





¥ vpinbed or ony arpder for printingevereess-cunenemondf hg fi BAIL ef 1760, is rambere? 5,7 
ant 18,000 pounds wee emitted in 1749 & 17605 . 
. ~ WHYS PADS SSS LP ROE EDT SCS AHS SCD LOM CE IRE CNT ME SPEED BOOM ETE SPE GO ED 


Pate Ta ey hea es md 5: PR CORRE B NOY: a 
De ea ne ¥ Siete BENe® 3 ¥ ‘2 AP ag A Cte mae i) re Ae ey 


1 BMRAVED PLATES AW DS NOMTNA LOMAL CHA NTES 27TB=37800 
Prepered by Porsy lo Ridsente ee 


é5 
a 






ee Firat sot of des aved and printed by Paul Reveres | 

: 4,000 notes ey acceso actes of ef 14 we / i2/ 16/ 3/ 0/ tenn 
a ; irat P o 8&@Gon? 

ay 25th, 1778. n0/ u/ s/s 10/ it) 127 12/ “167 15 9/ Redeemable May 2 

a. (20/7 4 dencninetlomiono= 887 netee of 10/ 18/ 12/ 16/ 15/ 9/ dena 

duly 8th, 1776. “20/ ue / 6/ 10/ a0 af —16/ 15/ 9/ Redeemable May 21 


. Sword & Hand notes ty Feu} ievereuc-dsah BAlh on 8 seperate plates 

Auge 18th, 1776.  2/ 2/0 67 8/ OF Ths 16/'30/ S37"I27 37 G0) *A/ 80 40/ Dia 
Augo 18th, 1778b A 8/ 2/6 47 6f 6/ i a/'30/ 1A7 a7 147 30/ taf $0/ 20/ Tey 
Auge 28th, 17760 Mee TS Ti 07 t0/ B77 Wf Bo) 47 20/ a7 Di 


Dees i 17% A Ve ve 2/6 Fit a fed pal 18/2 za) /28/' - 42/ “/ Dene 











each dencminat Len 
a! Rh, 1775, /2 ifs vfs 2/8 sy ery “fs 7 "1/ aide na/ ta/ / B8/ 42/ 40/ Dime 


Primed Prem 4 psi Bonjantr, Bas SURGING, TH dons 
dune 18th, 1776. ; f fs Be oe if 1/5 2 uy. few ry 3/5 iy ofa 6/ 6/4 : Dye 
| Seah Swe & and Benjanin & 669 natee ef exch denominet Bs 
Jone 18th, 277%. hs aes Cf 12/ 8/2 247 80 30/ 88/ 42/ 4e/ | 


ea 2 GNERRNCR Ta EDeaNENeDURGOCDGO TOGDENEDED GOED aan 

















Sate Revere ehanged the ry | ye %@ Stat 

 ~Bepeo LPth, 1778, 0 _— “% "2/48 a «Redeemable Deso R 
: os — cf oman 
, Small Gel Pish & Piller notes a7 Bae, o Burd & sempleted by Rewer 

si“ Oo BBG, 1976, f2 £8 AP My hs. fei 1/ V6 2/ 3f 4/ s/t , Redeemable Osto 18 

_( a vid gt 5,000 notes of each dencainat neainations sieket ty 

ky Lasee & b0@oa » Bard & CGD nerer 

4 Cds 8th, 17765 Cf i2/ 18/ 24 / 20/ 58 4/ 60/ & G6/ 72/ Redseneble Cste 18 


8. A6 wotes if = Seneniietians 



























: , evere changed Sapte Wh, + & Mogna Carta to Ree oer eee 

a Ber. wR, 1776. ex af 18/ 22/ 28/ Hy» iz/ 48/ Redeemable ego 7th 
.. i a Plates al altered notes of each denominations. 
gs Oot eth, 1778. _Ah rw, 76/8 Ay Vv 17s 2/'8/ 4/ 4/6 Redecunble Cot 18% 
q Rising Sun LesuenEtgreved . 8 of each denomination, 
| \yi% Heb Detodo uf 6 ae 2/8 3/ 3/6 af 4 ifs 4 af 67 6/ of 6 cf _ Redeemable Deco Ist 
: 5° hel Se Privted ty Badd & a Seles 4 guarenteod _- the mahi 39 Los . : | 
ag “Bay Jet, 1780, rage E a 2 $8 34 $6.27 38 DLO DOGe Is' 
4 | otes &E My ae BO, @ alse rare emsenoe ads 2) 
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MASSACHUSETTS NOTES 





1755 Payable June 10, Folled in for IL-8, June 18, Type set 

1797 —~CO" m4, Filled 8 ©) 16 gan, 31 | noon 
: : oe Tne Eagle? Same 34, oi le 
1758" Ag RS rer 977 a . ee 
1759 fo 8 tf T46 Mare 10, iY 
1763 Order to Treasurer," hia ae Bf eae 2, 1763 ‘: ss 

1771 Note Payable June 20, 1774 Filled in for Il-1700 Apr. 10," " 
Oe" " July 20, 177% =" © © T4000 duly 26, Na 
| Both engraved by N. Hurd 

1775 " Payable June 1, 1777. 10 issues, filled in July- Aug. 1 


Engraved. Three issues have warermark of J. Bores, Miltone 


1776 Note, payable Dec. he oe Type set- Filled in Dec. 20, and 21, 
1 . 


e 2 copies 

1776=-7° 1 "+ 6, 1780. Bounty note. Filled in Dec. 31, 1776. to: 
Febe Ty 1777. Type set. 7 copies 

1777-8 " " Dece 2,°1779. Committee of war. Filled in Feb. 15, to 

oa duly 31, 1777 Type set. 6 copies 
1778 u ™ Mare 1, 1783 Committee Of War. Filled in for July 29, 
_ 1778. Same type as preceeding issue. 

1777 . " June 15 1780. Engraved border. Filled in for June 1, to 
Oct. 1, 1777¢ 11 copies 

1777 " a June 1, 1780. Same engraving as preceeding. Word .- 
_committee" left corner primted. Filled in June 1,1777 

: | to Febe 7, 1778. 4 copies 3 not filled in 

VET e™ " May 10, 1782. Same engraving as preceeding. 
Filled in for July 15, to Nov. 7, 1777 6 copies 

1777 ” " Mare 1, 1781. Same engraving as preceeding. | 
All filied in for Dece 15 1777¢ 6 copies 

1777 : ‘ Mare 1 1782: Same engraving as preceeding. both filled ir 
for Jane 17, 1778. 2 copies 

1777 e "Mare 1, 1782. Engraved border, pine tree and coiled 
snake. Filled in Dec. 1, 1777 | 

417795" " Jane 1, 1780. "Advance Pay to Officers, first moity", San 


enge as previous. fillied in Apr. 26, 1779 2 copies 


1779: Note same, "Advance pay to Officers, Second moity". Filled in 
for June 20, 1779. 
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MASSACHUSETTS NOTES 2 


1779 Note, rable Jane 1, 1783. Same engraving as previous. Massacl 
oe lottery, Clade the first". Filled in Jan. 18, 1779 3 copies 


1779 " " "second : ro pte’: Vy (1779e One Gop’ 
1779 M" m +. (hive ts ". dune “1,:°°.1779 10 copii 
1779 5 . "Fourth : © EODs Gy 1780 9 copie: 


1780 Jane 1, note. Elaborate scroll at tope Payable Mar. 1, 1784 
Engeby Je Me Furness, lower right corner, 2 copies. 


1780 Jan ti, note. Same, but furness name omitted. Payable Mar. 1, 
1781. 2 copies 


1780: Jane 1. Note. Same, payable Mar. 1, 1784. eopties. 


1780: Jane 1,5, 1780 . Note entirely different hotéer fron preceeding rx 
Signed de Me Furness. Payable Mare Ty 1785 


1780 Jane 1, Same. Payable Mar. 1, 1787. 3 copies 


+780-84-Jenr-¢s—-Noter—2ype-ornanent-berders-with-Umassechusettell-at 
hefty-Fiited-iny-dated-g ens -4+5-4+782 


1780-81, Certificate, Engraved, Pine tree in. left border and "witnes 
my Hand", in red. Filled in July 1,1780 4Feb, 23, 1781 7 co 


1782 Jane 1, Note, Type ornament border, with Massachusetts at left. 
Filled in, dated Jan. 1, 1783, payable Jan 1, 1785. 


1782 Jan 1, Note. Woodcut border= "commonwealth" at ton, “of 
Missachusetts2 at left. Letter Bin + squares of type 

ornaments. Filled in, dated Jan. 1, 1782, payable Jan. ly 

178% and Jan. 1, 1785. 2 copies= 2 copies not filled in, 


1782 Jan. 1, Note. Same border. Letter B in square of Printer8s 
ornaments.e Filled in, Jan. 1, 1782, Payable Jan. 1, 178% 


'@ 


’ 


1782 Jans yi Note. Same Ne ae ps “commonwealth" , at bot: 


in right side up. Payable Jane 1, 1786. 


1782—83 sate: pate eg except that upper and lower borders are 
reversed. "eren e.and wording. Filled in, dated 1 
to Feb. 1, 1784. Payable in four parts, in 1986, 17839: 1788" & 4 
5 copies. 


Receipts to tax collectors, and various Treasury office document 
1783-1791 not listed. Also’ two bill of exchange 1771 & 179}, 


1780 9 Note. Cut cancelled, Rarity 12 
1785 it, S. Bill for one dollar and no ninetieths,. Rarity 12 


- Se ee eee ee ee ee De ee 


’ on tN 


or ina quadriga. In figures representing rivers, as those of Philipopolis ip 
Thrace, we see plants behind the recumbent giant. In the hand of the image 
of Victory upon coins of Perga in Sicily a plant is held. Coins of Autocrene 
in Phrygia have the figure of Marsyas hanging from a plane tree. But the 
numismatic botanist will find the entire “History of plants illustrated b 
coins” in Spanheim’s great work De Praestantia et Usu Nummorum Ante- 
quorum. Part]. Dissertation 6, pp. 292, etc., and:362, etc. 


La Grange, Kentucky. : | 
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PROVINCIAL PAPER ISSUES. _ 


Wuite the Continental Currency so-called —the paper money issued by 

the Continental Congress for carrying on the Revolutionary War —is very 

common, the earlier paper issues of the Colonies are less frequently found, 
and some dates are very scarce. Their origin is to be found in the issue of 

Bills of Credit,” first authorized by the General Court of Massachusetts in 

_1702. After the close of the campaign against Cape Breton and Louisburg, 
during which the amount of paper money had increased to an enormous 

extent, the attention of the British Government was called to the expenses 

borne by the Province of Massachusetts in carrying on that expedition, and 

after some delay Parliament granted the sum of £184,000 in round numbers, 

to reimburse this outlay. The old bills were called in, —£ 2,200,500 in nomi- 

nal value; the rate of redemption fixed at eleven for one, and 653,900 ounces 

of silver in dollars, and parts of douilars, with ten tons of copper coin, shipped 
from England, having arrived in Boston, Sept. 18, 1749, by the “ Mermaid,” 

was applied to paying off these old bills, the balance being provided for by 

tax, and the paper money was destroyed. A few pieces escaped, some having 

been preserved as curiosities, others to illustrate the ballads which mourned 

over the fate of “Old Tenor,” and others still by delay on the part of their 

owners to present them in season. Two pieces of this old currency were 

shown at a recent meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society, belonging to 

Mr. Denison R. Slade, who has furnished the Journal with the following 

descriptions. The bill of 1728 measures 43 by 4 inches, and reads as follows: 


“aD bags One Pound. 2324. 
This Bill of Twenty Shillings Indented Due in the Province of Massachusetts 

Bay in New England to the Possessor there shall be in Value equal to Money and 

shall be accordingly accepted by the Treasurer & Receivers subordinate to him in all 

Public payments & for any stock ; at any time in the Treasury, Boston October. . . 
By order the Great and General Court or Assembly. fae 
1728 ' | 1727 

A. Winthrop 

| Seal A\. Davenport } Com*é 

: A. Payne 


In March, 1728, the paper money of Massachusetts, in circulation, 
-amounted to three hundred and fourteen thousand pounds, in addition to the 
bills of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New Hampshire, then in circulation 
in the Colony. Large amounts of the currency from these Colonies were also 


cs 


a 


1886. |} AWE INIUAIN JUURNINDAI UL NUMLOWALLIUDS. 


assed from hand to hand in Massachusetts, and strong efforts were made by 
the Boston merchants to prevent it. Silver went up from nineteen shillings 
to twenty-seven shillings the ounce, and continued about the same rate for 


several years. er ane 
The bill of 1742, which measures 58 by 3% inches, reads as follows: 


A Five Shillings. 
The Bill of Five Shillings due to ye Possessor thereof from ye Province of ye 
Massachusetts Bay, shall be equal to Thirteen Pennywt Eight gt of coin Siluer Troy 
Weight of Sterling Alloy or Gold Coin at ye rate of Five Pounds ten Shillings and 
Three Pence pt Ounce and shall be so accepted in all payments to the Treasury Agree- 
able to Act of Assembly June 20th 1741. By order of ye General Court or Assembly. 


(Seal) 
? ; 143 
5s. 2 “ 5s. 1742 
| J. Jeffries 
J. Heath 


T. Hutchinson 


‘99})1WIWI07) 


Reverse, Twenty Shillings, Old Tenor Five Shillings. 


VALUABLE TREASURE-TROVE. 


Aw extraordinary discovery was made early in June last, in Aberdeen, Scotland. 
A number of laborers were digging the foundation of a building in Ross’s Court, Upper 
Kirkgate, an old thoroughfare, and when about three feet below the surface they 
discovered a bronze pot, containing several] thousand silver coins. The discovery 
having been brought under the notice of the Crown authorities, the Queen’s Remem- 


~ brancer instructed the Procurator Fiscal of the City to claim the bronze urn and its 


contents on behalf of the Queen. The owner of the ground in which the find was 
made, refused to give it up, but the authorities insisted upon it, and also required the 
surrender to them of all coins removed by the parties who went to see and examine the 
treasure. The coins were cleared of the verdigris with which they were encrusted, 
and examined by local numismatists, who found that they were of various dates 2nd 
belong to various countries. English coins of the reigns of Edward I and II predomin- 


many were removed before the finder realized their value. Several of the coins ..-.- 
assayed by the Professor of Chemistry in Aberdeen University, who, in his report, 
states that the tolerably clean coin yielded in 100 parts, 89.88 of silver and 10.12 of 
copper. The composition is, therefore, nearer to that of French coins than of Engiish, 
the latter containing 92.5 per cent of silver to 7.5 per cent of copper; the former go 
per cent of silver and 10 per cent of copper. The Edward coins have an inscription 
round the outer edge of the obverse, with a clear-cut head wearing an open crown. On 
the reverse there is also an inscription, and the coin is marked with the strong defined 
Cross peculiar to the quarter money. In the angles formed by the cross, trefoils are 
placed. Another coin has a crowned head in profile, enclosed in a triangle on the 
obverse, and an, inscription; while on the reverse it is almost similar to that before 
described, with the exception that stars are substituted for the trefoils. Most of the 
money is of this description, but numismatists state that there are several rare coins 
amongst the number. 
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a 40/ to the great plate, it is evident that the grouping upon 
‘the plates would be arranged according to the numerical 


sequence of the denominations expressed in shillings, and 


“there would then be no violation to the system of nomen- 


clature under which the plates were designated. 

In 1711 new plates were prepared, on which these 
changes were effected. The grouping on the lowest plate 
was not disturbed. The middle plate of this series con- 
tained the 4/, 5/, 10/ and 20/ bills. The high plate had 
the 40/, 50/, 60/ and 1007 bills.? It would seem probable 
that the plates engraved in 1711 must have borne the date 
of that year. Whether this was so or whether any changes 
were made in the method of engraving these bills can only 
be determined by an examination of the bills themselves, 
It has not been my good fortune to meet with any of them, 
so that my opinion on this subject is limited to the con 
jecture that no change oo the plates was probable other than 
the «date. Tihs *epmetore io hace! partly pon the tact 
that the new plates were not the enbyect of comment ot 
legislation, and partly upon the toreed withdrawal of the 
currency then in circulation and the substitution theretor 
of new bills, with new designs better calculated to prevent 
alterations of denominations, which was begun in 1713 and 
completed in 1714. Tf any material change had been made 
in the plates in 1711, this radical step, begun within two 
years from the preparation of a new set of plates, would 
not have been necessary. 

The legislation ip connection with renewal of the plates 
above referred to was begun on the LOth of November, 
1713, by the passage of an order instructing the Com- 


mittee ‘to procure two new plates and four bills to be. 


engraven on each of them of such sums as they with the 
Treasurer shall think to be most convenient,” ? and com- 





'Report of Committee, December 14, 1711, Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 101, p. 
409. These plates were engraved by John Cony. 
3Province Laws, Vol. I., p. 902. 
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pleted by the passage of an Act in June, 1714, “ That 
all the bills of credit hereafter to be made, be imprinted 
and stamped on the new plates ordered to be provided 
and made ready, there being two already prepared, and 
a third, of a larger denomination, hereby projected and 
directed to be engraven for that purpose ; to consist of five 
pounds, three pounds, forty-shilling and_ thirty-shilling 
bills.” 4 | 

It will be seen at a glance that the new plate ordered in 
1714 was the high plate: and from the same source that 
this information is obtained we also learn that the middle 
plate contained the twenty-shilling, ten-shilling, five-shil- 
ling and three-shilling bills. The denominations upon the 
lowest plate remain to be accounted for. Through an 
- account of worn and defaced bills unfit for further service,® 
we learn that the following bills, the grouping of which on 
that plate would inevitably follow, were then in circula- 
tion : one shilling ; one shilling and sixpence ; two shillings ; 
and two shillings and sixpence. It will be seen from this 
that new denominations were introduced by the Committee 
at this time. The plates then prepared remairied in use 
without change until 1740, the grouping being as follows : 
lowest plate, 1/, 1/6, 2/, 2/6; middle plate, 3/, 5/, 
10/, 20/; high plate, 30/7, 40/7, 60/, 100/.8 

A special emission, as a substitute for copper money in 
making change, was authorized in 1722.4 The several 
denominations, one penny, twopence and threepence were 
mere tokens, bearing neither certificates of indebtedness 
nor promises to pay by the Province, and being without 
signatures of Committee or Treasurer. They were printed 
on parchment, the penny being round, the twopence square, 


1 Province Laws, Vol. I1., p. 740. 
2 Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 101, p. 514. 
SIn February, 1727-28, the Committee on Bills was directed “to put some plain 





mark to distinguish the ten shilling bills which shall now be struck off from those : 
already issued.’”’ This was probably a mere pen mark.,—Province Laws, Vol. II., . 


p. 486. 
* Province Laws, Vol. II., p. 243. 


he 
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and the threepence hexagonal. The denominational value 
was printed in numerals and in type on the face of 
each piece, together with the month and year of the 
emission. The penny piece also bore the word ~ Mas<a- 
chusetts”; the twopence the words “Previnee ot the 
Massachusetts,” and the threepence the words ” Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay. N. EF.” 

The Act authorizing the emission of the first series «1 
new tenor bills was passed in February, 1736-5 0° Thess 
bills were denominated the new tenor bills, a tithe which 
they retained for about five years. The denomination: 
authorized to be issued were: tenpence; one shilling and 
eightpence ; three shillings and fourpence: six shillings 
and eightpence ; ten shillings ; (wenty shillings ; thirty shil- 
lings ; and forty shillings. The unit upon which this scale 
was constructed was the normal value, or at any rate that 
value which was treated in the Province during this period 
as normal, of the ounce of silver. The smaller denomi- 
nations were the eighth, the quarter and the half of that 
unit. The larger were represented by the multiples, one 
and one-half, three, four and one-half, and six. Nothing 
is said as to the action of the Committee in arranging these 
denominations upon the plates, but it is evident that they 
correspond with the range included in the middle ait tigh 
plate of the old tenor bills and there can he but little 
doubt that the custom in regard to grouping the bills on 
the plates according to their value was followed in this 
emission. 

It will be observed that the highest denomination of this 
issue was forty shillings. When the Colony bills were 
emitted a £10 bill was put torth. It required but a briet 
experience to show that there was but little use fora Inf 
of that size, and in 1702 when the old tenor bills were first 
emitted the maximum range to the denominations was 
dropped to £5. Ina bill for services, rendered by a Com- 


1 Province Laws, Vol. II., p. 318. 
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of a dollar, or ninepence; one twelfth of “a dollar, or six- 
pence: one sixteenth of a dollar, or fourpence half-penny ; 
one twenty-fourth of a dollar, or threepence ; and one sey- 
enty-second of a dollar, or one penny. Hutehinson says,! 
with reference to the bills of this emission, that only a 
small part of those’ prepared were ever issued; the reason 
being, “that scarcely any person would receive them in 
payment, choosing rather a base coin imported from Spain, 
called pistorines, at 20 per cent. more than the intrinsic 
value.” 

Although these bills were emitted for the purpose of aid- 
ing in the process of redemption, and differed from any of 
their predecessors in having a specific fund of silver set apart 
for their redemption, still their presence in the circulating 
medium added temporarily to the confusion of the situa- 
tion. The outstanding circulation, which was then being 
Withdrawn, was composed tiainly of old tenor and of sec- 
ond and third new tenor bills, Ot the old tenor bills there 
were twelve denominations on the last set of plates ; of 
the second new tenor there were cighteen denominations ; 
of the third new tenor there were nine denominations of 
which we have positive knowledyve, with the probability 
that there were more. To these thirty-nine varieties six 
more were added by the action of this committee, thus 
bringing the number of ditterent bills then in actual circu- 
lation up to forty-tive. The foregoing estimate takes no 
account of the different Province bills dated prior to 1713, 
thirty-one varieties that we know of, nor of the eight 
denominations of the first new tenor emitted in 1737. 
The three tokens of 1722 and the six varieties rated in 
pence in 1737 are also dropped from consideration. If by 
chance representatives of these issues had remained in eir- 
culation the number of distinct impressions liable to have 
come under inspection of the Committee would have been 


1 History of Massachusetts. Vol. IIT., p. 9. 


1898. ] The Massachusetts Bay Currency. 423 


brought up to ninety-three. Hutchinson savs,! © T saw a 
five shilling bill which had been issued in 1690, and was 
remaining in 1749, and was then equal to eight pence only 
in lawful money, and so retained but about one eighth 
of its original value.” If such was the case, it was of 
course possible that representatives of the eight Colony 
denominations might turn up. It is true that dates had 
been fixed within which the holders of the Colony Bills 
as well as of all Province Bills emitted prior to 1713 were 
called upon to present their bills at the Treasury for ex- 
change, under penalty of their value being lost if not 
presented within the periods allowed tov therm exchange. 
The probability of the submission of any of these bills to 
the Committee was therefore very small, but if by anv 


wo 


chance io was trie. a Tboteions-on seemed to think. that such 


bills had anv value, they ot i yen that the Committee 
appointed to supervicee the redempiis: of the bill might 


have had submitted to them over one bwadred varieties of 
bills. 

In order to present the substance of this paper in com- 
pact form, I have prepared and siubimit herewith a table 
showing the denominational changes upon the plates. If 
the bills entered in the vear 1708, were those for which 
the plate was ordered in 1707, then there should be two 
more denominations under that vear, the 57 and the 10/, 
to complete the middle plate. If the plates prepared in 
1742 were used tor the 1744 emission, then there should 
be one more denomination on the third plate in 1744, and 
we may also safely say the four denominations of the 
second plate. 

Simultaneously with the study of the plates, the result 
of which is embodied in this paper, I have inade an ex- 
amination of such bills as I could find, in’ order to 
determine the characteristic features of each issue and the 


1History of Massachusetts, Vol. [., }». 357. 
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means adopted to distinguish the different denominations. 
The bills that I have seen were, the 5/ Colony; the 
middle plate of the 1702 emission containing the 5/, 10/, 
20/ and 40/7; the 407 of 1708; the 20/ of 1710; the 1/, 
1/6 and 5/ of 1713; the three parchment tokens of 1722; 
the 1ld., 3d., and 5d. printed bills of 1737; the 3d. of 
1743; the five denominations of the third plate in 1744, 
and the 3d. of 1750. ‘These were found in the cabinets of 
the Essex Institute, the Harvard College Library, the 
Lenox Library, and the American Antiquarian Society. 
There is but one other public collection from which I can 
hope to receive assistance in completing this study, and 
that is the one in the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
At present that collection is inaccessible. There is every 
reason to believe that valuable contributions to knowledge 
upon this subject can be gained from collections in the 
hands of private individuals, and it may be expected that 
the publication of this paper and the accompanying table 
will stimulate holders of these hidden treasures to share 
their knowledge with the public. 

IT have been permitted to take photographs of eaeh of 
the denominations that I have seen, and have thus been 
able to compare then: with each other. Familiarity with 
detached specimens counts for but little in an examination 
of this sort. Valuable deductions can only be obtained by 
carrying out as far as possible the work of grouping the 
surviving specimens or their photographs side by side. 
My task can not be considered as finished until I shall 
have had an opportunity to examine such additional bills 
as may come under my inspection as a result of the pub- 
lication of this paper. 
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American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. XXI, page 10 (1886) 
A PROVINCIAL NOTE RAISER. 


Last Friday a Man who calls himself Shebuel Hubbard, and 
says he belongs to Groton, was apprehended and sent to Gaol; 
he having in a different Dress, and by different Namés, viz, 
Parker, Parks and Fairbanks, four Times receiv'd Warrants or 
Orders from the Committee appointed by the General Court for 
receiving and burning the Bills of Credit of this Province, 
to the Treasurer, for Nineteen Pounds and some odd Shillings, 
old Tenor, each, which he wickedly alter'td into Ninety Pounds, 
letting the odd Sum stand; three of which being paid in 
Silver, a Discovery of the Fraud was made; and notwithstanding 
Enquiry was made after him, having got a fourth Order just before 
by a different Name and in a different Habit, he had the Confi- 
dence to go to the Treasury to get it exchang'd, where he was 
immediately siez'd. Upon his Examination he made many trifling 
Excuses; but the Cheat appearing so very plain, he at last con- 
fess'd the whole, and that the Money was at his Lodgings, to 
which he directed the Sheriff, where was found Ninety Dollars, 
besides Coppers, and sundry other Things. 


The Boston Weekly News-Letter, September 13, 1750. 


This Day Shebuel Hubbard of Groton is to stand two 
Hours in the Pillory, pursuant to a Sentence of the Superiour 
Court, for altering and forgeing several Warrants from the 
Committee, to the Treasurer, for exchanging Bills of this 
Province for Dollars, as mention'd in the public Prints some 
Time since: He is likewise to suffer three months Imprisonment, 


The Boston Weekly News-Letter, December 13, 1750. 


JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Boston, 1923, Volume h, page 32 = entry for June 15, 1722: 


"John Cushing Esqs3 brought down the following Vote of Council, 
viz. The Board taking into consideration the great inconven- 
ience arising to the Affairs and Trade of the Province for 
want of Small Money for Change (the Copper halfpence being 
sent out of the Prevince) and thereupon ill minded People have 
presumed to split or tare the New Small Bills of Credit of the 
Province, notwithstanding the Proclamation to the contrary, 
to the great dishonour of the Government, and prejudice of the 
Province." 


It is not clear what is meant by the copper halfpence, It is 
entirely possible that these are Woods currency as Woods 
currency were copper and Rosa Americana were in‘several 
denominations and were brassy. Of course, we cannot rule out 
the standard English halfpence but it is doubtful whether 
they would have been sent over. The newspapers of the time 
should be checked. 


; {From Proceedings of American Antiquarian Society, October, 1898.) 
THE ENGRAVED PLATES AND THE DENOMINATIONAL CHANGES 1690 -1750. 
Preparep By ANDREW McFarLAND Davis. 
_ ‘THE COLONY BILLS. 


1690. PHOT VARIG Me of 60/ 100/ - 200/ 


THE OLD TENOR BILLS. 
Shewing the grouping on the plates and the denominational changes. 

















Lowest Plate. , Middle Plate. High Plate. 
EIS Non eres ar glee erase tn ea —~\ os emecreaeateltiie EEL CE TH RE 
| | FIRST SET OF DESIGNS. | . 

1702. Bf 2 J 27/6. 3/6 ay ; Of 20 40/ | 20/ 20/-- 60/ 1060/ | 
1708. . . : es : 20/ aol . ; . ‘ | 

1709. ee af : 3/0. | : ; ‘ : : : 
1710. _ a Sauer (oF 4/ =3-50/ - | 
| 


C7 Li; a/>> 3/6. 2.3/ 35.370") 47, Sf 10f - 20/7) 40/7) ROP ai 60/- * ‘100/ | 

| SECOND SET OF DESIGNS. | | 
1713. | de ee Kya pee OP ROT . . ine . | 
Lid, ere : . : 7 80] 5 1407: 60/7: 1007 | 


ae PARCHMENT Toxine FOR Siac CHANGE. 


THE NEW TENOR BILLS. 
First Srrigzs—including the separate emission for small change. 









































Printed from separate wood cuts. Probably two pis plates. 
— tN ~ ~~ ee a a nonce oni ca gests ctiis —_~ 
1727. id. 2d. 3d. 4d. 5d. 6d. PtodectJo° (3/4 678 | toy 20/ 307-407 
SECOND SERIES. 
Third Plate. Second Plate. First Plate. 
aa iow Nes ces ee eel eer? OOOO —89"—9. 
1742. adv Ades. Ode Od. if 2] 


at, t5/ ae /. 3°/ Ae 
1743. . Oy naa Bet 8 od. 44, 2 at if | 5 


, THIRD SERIES. 
isi nisnaaechinesiat Nee ietaasicehiits SEES GRE eee ES 
Venere ate: nope eas, OF see ORT Ra aa 


rag.) adele Ade Od. 8 OY ad. | es da5/ © 20/ 30/  40/ 





icine de? Ns sists 














_ THE SMALL Bite Rornerien IN 1749. _ mM 
R750: 7 ed 3¢. 4bd. bd. gd. 1/6. 


» 


~1The pills on the Third Plate of 1744 were not authorized by the Act of Emission of that year, aithough it iti is tated on the face of the 
Jills that they were issued agreeably to that Act. The designs are the same as Third Plate of 1742. 
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(Nores.] Province Laws (fesolves etc.).— 1702-3. 


_ “These may Certifie whome it doth concerne That in the Eighth day of Nouember 
688 A Millitary company vnder the Command of Leiut"t Nathaniell douse being drawne 
pand ready to ‘march Eastward in the Countreys Service Against the Indians, S" ‘Edmond 
Andrews Came ouer to Charlstowne and veiwed theire arms and found severall firearms 
pjefectiue and vnserviceable, and ordered mee the subscriber to procure forthwith six 
well fixt Musketts pursuant to St Edmond Androus order I tooke foure new Muskets out 
Mr Daniell Smiths shop which were disposed of among the souldiers in leiw of those 


that were defectiue giuen ynder my hand this 7‘ day of October 1701 


RIcHARD SPRAGUE 
NATHLL Dows attst the truth of the above Written.’ — Idid., p. 560. 


The order in Council* for the payment of this allowance was passed April 16, 1703, and 


by the province treasurer’s accounty it appears that it was paid. 


C hap. 13. This chapter is fan council records, vol. VIL., p. 380. It is preserved in 


urchives, vol. 101, p. 238. 


The following is the account of disbursements mentioned in the preamble to this 


chapter : —_ 
‘¢Boston March 12 1702/3 
Prouince of Massathusetts Bay is Dr = 
To Sundry disbursments by James Russell — Elisha Hutchison Nathan- ic 


ell Byfield Jno Leuerett & Saml! Legg being A year appoynted (by 
tie Genll Assembly held At Cambr idge Octobr 1 5. 1702) To make Bills of 
Credit for the Said Prouince According to their Act viz ae 

6 Copper plates at 12s 6¢ . : : . : seg aa ee 


To mr Jne Conny for graueing 3 plates ut ° . Og Oe 
—__--—_—._ £.33,, 15, 0 
To John Brewer makeing a Roleing press . aie ee Do Oe) 
To mt Goold for 2 Brasses . ee Tick mine ae ve 0-16.10 
To Armes for the press sk hea pe Opler 
To Jabez Salter P Iron work 388 a Gudgen 30 ‘ eR beg ae 
———_—_—_-——._ £.13,,14 .10 
To mt Saml! phillips 4 Ream Larg pap’ at 66: P 
ream 13: 0 
To m' Jos Allen for printing 3200 plates at 13 Each £.20,, a 0 
To wages for men hiured:. _. ° ° ‘ te Ce | 
To house Rent 2. moths from lt January . . . £.. 2, 050 
To an Iron Grate wood Cole blacking & expences . £4 da 7 





| cae £.95,,13,, 9 
To the Abouesd Committees Time in makeing bills 


deliuered to y® Treasurer As P his ous & Ss 

receipt. . 5000 ,, 00 ,, -0 
More of Said Bills printed. & remaining in the Com- 

amnion hands . . : a ie . : ; 5000 ,, 00, 0 


£10000: 00: 0 
JA: RUSSELL 
ELISHA HUTCHINSON 
NATHAL BYFIELD 
JOHN LEVERETT. 
SaMLL LEGG.” — Mass. 
Archives, vol. 101, p. 238. 


This account was read in Council, on the seventeenth of March, 1702-8, and the vote of 
“anks included in this resolve was ‘thereupon passed, and sent down for concurrence. 


On the twenty-second, the account and resolve were read in the House, and, on the 


venty-sixth, the resolve was passed, in concurrence, and a further resolve for granting 
eallow ance was passed and sent to the Council, for concurrence. It was concurred in 
* the Council, on the twenty-seventh, when both resolves were consented to by the 


vernor. In making up his records, the Secretary combined these resolves, as seen in 
‘s chapter. 


; ‘The order in Council for the payment of this allowance was passed April 16, 1703, and 


“ province treasurer’s accounty shows that it was duly paid. 


Chap. 14. This chapter is from council records, vol. VII., p. 380. It has not been 


ound in the archives. Province duane s, 1702, chapter 8, and resolves, 1702, chapter 


t, note, 


Chap. in. This chapter is from council records, vol. VII., p. 381. It has not been 


din the archives. See references in note to chapter 4, supra, and resolves, 1702, chap- 


“34, and note, and the foot-note to the present chapter. 


Chap. 16. This chapter is from council records, vol. VII., p. 381. It has not been 


ind in the archives. 
The following entry in the council records explains the foundation of Minot’s claim :— 


* Executive Reeords of iv she vol. 3, p. 426. 
- + Mass. Archives, vol. 122, p.1 

¢{ Executive Records of the Specealty vol. 3, p. 425. 
§ Mass. sromasoe es ol, 122, p. 167. 
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OR Value recevvied for the Ufe. f the State of Massacuvusertts-Bay, 

I do in behalf of fad State heresy promife and oblige myfelf’ and Succeffors 

in’ the Office of Treafurer to pay vo the Pol: Jor of this Note the Sum of 


Ps anal 


~ Venatiy Pe _) 
by the Firft Day of January, One Ti outfand feven Hundred and Eighty three, 
with Intereft_ at Six per Cent per Annum »—The Intereft to be paid Aral 


ry ‘£19910"7 2181 teqoeney nt 


PAUL 23 Je 


is 
A 


CE ca I ct Sean ee 


Id hehedlas aE 


the 








rom the Boston Public Library. Paul Revere Received payment for two 
more plates for massachusetts notes. Nine different printings from these two 
plates. -Seven from the pine tree < coiled snake. Different printings. 
Iwo from the red pine tree , payable in dollars. Revere changed this plate 


to read Commonwealth instead Stave in the second printing. 


1778, State of Massachusetts Bay. To Paul Revere DR, 


1777, To engraving a copper plate for a State Note 20 O= 6 
Nove 17, ‘To engraving a plate over again for small bills T2— Ou O 
fo printing 8,000 impressions at time 200— O=- O- 


1779, For engraving a copper plate for 12 small bills 


of the empress of 160 Ct. and the plate 3 108= O= O 
Brinting 9400 impressions at 8/ 355— Om O 
“ 755— O— Om 


Errors excepted Paul Revere 
Received the above 
in the full by an order 
' Tho Dawes 
on Mr. Benjamin Sumner 
Jon Brown 
of the collectors for the 
Richard Crunch 
Town of Boston. 
Paul Revere 
Bosto, Oct. 7, 1779 
July 6, 1779 Examined And allowed 
Seven hundred and thirteen pounds 6/8 
Leona Baldwin 
Joseph Kesmer 
Richard Crunch 


Jdonath Webster 
Boston. July 12, 1779 


Please to pay the within to Mr. Joshua Brackett or order 


Paul Revere 


1776. Hon. Henry Gardner Esq. To Nath Hurd Dr, 
Dee 25, To a large steel seal for impressing State notes 


Contents Received by Nath Hurd. 


1781, Massachusetts commonwealth to Paul Revere 
Sept. 15, To engraving a brass type for the Treasurer 1%. 6 
lo repairing twice 1 eo 


b 2°68 5°98 


Dece 6e 17314 1 herby certify the above service was performed for my office 


H, Gardner Trea 


Dee. 26 Examined and allowed on the within amount the sum of 


two pounds eight shillings in specie in full 


2 6 0 L. K, Clark 
Received payment in full B,. White 
Paul revere EK, Storkweather 


Brigham had one paul revere State note. Should be nine more will send you 
slides of these when they are developede Did I send you zerox copies of 


the different State notes and Who engraved them? Would changes 
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Commonwealth of Malachy ee 
No.93/Six Doirarsy _ Treafury- -Office, 





| ae V7) 178/. 
i S' Certificare entitles the Bearer to receive out of the public Treafury of 
‘this Commonwealth, in Six Months from the Date, Six Spanifh Milled 
‘Dollars, or the Value thereof in other Coined Gold and Silver-— And the fame 


-foall be received ‘at the Treafury in the Tax granted by the General Court ip 
‘October nee as ve to he coe Suit in Silver and, Gold,” 3 
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‘and received oe ty 
Lawful Money, for the Ufe and Service of the Srateof Malachufetts 
Wiryp ; and in behalf of faid State I do hereby promife and oblige myfelf 

and Succeflors in the Office of Treafurer ot Receiver-General, to repay 
the Poffeffor by the Firft Day of June 1780, the aforefaid Sum of = 


Lawful Money, in Spanifh mill’d Dollars at Str Shillings each, or 
in the fevcral Species of coined Silver and Gold enumerated in an Act 
2... made and paffed in the Twenty third Year ‘of his late Majefty King 
| oy _@®eorge the Second, entitled an Act ‘for afcertaining the Rates at 
y which coimed Silver and Gold, Englifh Half Pence and Farthings may 
pafs within this Government, and accordirg to the Rates therein 

mentioned, with Intereft to be paid annually at Six per Cent. : 
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